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THE  Jbllo'wing  pages  contain  a  small  colkC' 
tion  of  facts  published  at  different  times  concerning 
ijie  governn^nt  of  Sir  George  Prevost^  in  the  Carh 
adas,  Ihese  facts  are  necessarily  Brought  forward 
at  this  period  in  consequence  of  the  illiberal  kinguag^ 
hjDhich  has  been  recently  lavished  through  the  Mon^ 
treat  Herald,  upon  the  principal  inhabitants^  of  this 
Province'— -who  through  a  sense  of  dutt/,  have  signim 
fled  their  gratitude  in  complimentary  Addresses  iji 
iJieir  Governor  at  his  departure,  Veritas,  who  was 
the  most  busy  actor  in  this  busy  scene,  has  of  course 
the  honor  of  meeting  with  most  attention.  Every  line 
qf  this  General  -—  written,  is  an  attack— ^bunded 
upon  tlie  modem  principles, qf  political  tactics,-rr,and 
so  organised,  tlidt  we  were  obliged  at  times  i^  our 
quotatio7i&,  to  approach  sdme  words^  to  slight  offiers, 
and  adhere,  as  in  a  translation,  strictly  to  the  au* 
iliors  ifieaning.  Quotations  from  olher  authoritieSf 
though  sometimes  condensed,  are  otherwise  correct  in 
all  their  circumstances. 
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ERRATA. 

Page    5   lh»e  24  for  1813,  read  1812.  ., 

i— -.  28  17  for  energy  of  yeur  &c.  read  energy  yanr  ^. 

.  32      I.     12  for  with  an  irresistible,  read  with  it  ^c. 

..'  -~  ■         36  for  are  feared,  read  wefitifi, 

— —  37  dele  Montreal  Address,  1814.  ,,, 

43 !  19  for  ships  before  war,  read  spies  ie/orewar, 

'"  —  — —  24  for  on,  read  dn.     . 

I     ■  44  — ^-    5  for  graciously,  read  grievouslt/, 

■  48       ''       1  for  last,  read  least. 

.J__  62  — —  38  dele  s  in  battles,  line  29  del^  both. 

-— .  64       I     16  for  as  Veritas,  read  as  per  ^c. 

m^m^  68  -— »    2  for  futurity  haie,  read/uturt'Q^  witf  /(ali> 
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THE  INSPECTOR. 


<*  WOULD  it  not  be  the  height  of  absurdity,  if  any  one  was  to 
ascribe  to  the  efficacy  of  the  index  on  the  dial  of  a  watch, 
the  elasticity  of  the  spring— When  in  fact  it  is  through  the 
power  of  the  spring  that  the  motion  of  the  index  derives 
^l^e  whole  of  its  efficf^cy." 

"  N.  Quarterly  Rfivipw." 


TWO  months  have  now  elapsed  since  Sit 
George  PnEvosx,  our  late  Governor  has  taken  his 
departure  for  England.  In  the  course  of  this  short 
period,  the  Editor  of  that  singular  paper,  the  Mon- 
tREAD  Herald,  has  laid  before  his  readers,  in  small 
print  upwards  of  twenty  long  columns  of  abuse :  all 
aimed  at  His  Excellency's  administration  of  the 
^  government  in  tliis  country,  Which  abuse,  I  un- 
;  derstand,  is  meant  for  exportation  after  taking  the 
~^^iftpe  of  a  pamphlet,  and  whicli  pamphlet,  should  ^ 
it  efelreach  will  not  surprise  the  elegant  author  of  f 
the  «tl0fcllii^;and  Fall  of  Nations,"  who  last  year 
favoured  the  world  with  an  outline  of  His  ]^0^1- ; 
lency*s  political  portrait,  beginning  thus,  "  Sf 
George  Prevost.  A  man  of  grett  abilities,  to  whpm 
one  of  the  most  difficult  commands  under  the  En. 
glish  government,  has  fallen  at  this  time.'*  I  say 
it  will  not  surprise  that  elegant  writer,  because  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  wading  occasionally  through  vo^  - 
lumes  of  such  scurrillity  to  arrive  at  the  truth. 
The  same  judicious  author  passes  sentence  upon 
such  writers  as  Veritas,  in  the  following  words, 
"  There  is  a  sufficient  fund  of  ill  nature  amongst 
mankind  to  make  publications  that  deal  in  slander, 
be  eagerly  sought  after  ;  but  the  eagerness  is  doub- 
ly great  when  the  person  slandered  is  of  high  rank : 


\: 
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then  envy  as  well  as  ill  nature  is  gratified.  Libels 
on  the  ft'reat  seem  to  bring  them  down  nearer  the 
general  level,  and  therefore,  they  give  a  sort  of  sat- 
isfaction  to  their  readers  and  always  have  done  so.' 
To  slander  individuals  bf  high  rank,  or  in  public 
office,  and  to  abuse  the  measures  of  government  are 
the  modes  by  which  the  public  mind  is  acted  upon 
to  create  discontent.  As  for  the  disgrace  there  is 
none  attaches  to  the  libelling  of  great  men  or  pub- 
lic characters ;  for  so  numerous  are  the  partisans 
and  abetters  oi  such  writers  that  they  convert  what 
is  intended  to  be  disgrace  intp  triumph.  The  evil 
however,  is  not  ne^r  so  great  as'  it  appears  to  he, 
fpr  those  dashing  libelists  who  make  assertions  with« 
out  proofs,  are  only  r^ad  fox  amusement,  and  mp- 
mehtary  gratificjition.  They  are  not  credited  or 
productive  of  any  lasting  impression.  One  great 
disadvantage  to  writers  who  do  not  adhere  to  truth 
or  to  fixt  principles,  is  that  they  run  into  errors  and' 
contradictions  which  by  degree  take  away  all  tl|^. 
credit  from  what  they  produce."  It  is  not  jl^ifli. 
cult  matter  to  discover  whp  this  Veritatl  i^The 
Il|ite>t,cff  the  Montreal  H^r|tld,  gives  the  key* '  In 
t|e  humbec  "w^ichi  m^ntipns  Sir  George's  departure 
aflier  making  his  conimotit  upon  the  addresses  pre- 
sented to  his  excellency, "he  says,  "we  close  this 
short  observation  by  assuring  our  readjers  that  our 
JEfl?i/oria/  paragraphs  will  disdain  attacking  a  man 
during  his  absence,*'  The  emphasis  upon  Edito- 
rial certainly  insinuates  that !  he  (the  Editor)  may 
continue  his  abuse  under  another  head,  and  that 
head  is  clearly  r<^to--Which  prolific  performance 
however  cannot  altogether  be.  his  production.  He 
must  have  two  or  three  assist^i^t^,  who  farnish  him 
occasionally  wijth  an  assortment  oif  fabrications, 
"  I  pledge  myselfi  says  h^,  in  his  first  essay*  to 
prove  by  a  simple  narative,  that  Sir  George  Prevost 
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^either  by  his  Ibresiglit,  conciliation,  exaijnple  or. 
impulse  called  fprth  the  energies  of  the  militia  of 
either  province,  and  tliat  the  merit  of  preserving 
them  does  not  belong  to  him."  This  is  a  bold  un- 
dertating  but  a  difficult  one,  since  it  can  he  render- 
ed of  no  avail  by  the  mere  evidence  of  the  author 
himself.  "Out  of  thine  own  mouth  will  I  judge 
thee,  wicked  scpbler,**  and  in  the  following  order. 

*/  The  spirit  of  the  whole  country  is  awakened— 
every  man  burns  in  ardour  for  a  musket — Our  pat- 
riotic and  energetic  governor  has  placed  a  just  con- 
fidence in  the  whole  people  and  has  made  a  most 
judicious  arrangement  of  the  regular  and  militia 
ibrces,  which  will  put  it  out  of  the  enemy's  power 
to  take  us  by  surprise  and  much  less  to  face  us  in 
the  field  of  battle.  On  the  upper  lakes  o-ir  naval 
strength  is  complete  for  every  purpose  either  defen- 
sive or  offensive.'* 

Montreal  Herald,  EdU  head,  July  14, 1812, 

.  .^5Vh»t  will  our  government  at  home  think  of 

our  li^al  and  brave  subjects  in  these  provinces  who 

with  only  this  assistance  of  a  peace  establishment 

army  have  as  y^t  kept  these  invaders  at  a  distance,'* 

Montreal  Herald,  Edt  head,  Nov,  21, 1813. 

These  are  handsome  compliments  which  do  credit 
to  the  Editor — We  shall  however,  second  them  by 
an  extract  from  the  Montreal  address  to  Sir  George 
l*revbst,  of  tl^at  period, 

*<  We  the  inhabitants  of  Montreal  take  the  liberty 
of  expressing  to  your  Excellency  that  great  satis- 
faction we  feel  on  your  safe  return  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  this  province,  convinced  of  the  judgment 
with  which  your  measures  have  been  planned,  and 
of  the  activity  and  ability  with  which  under  your 
immediate  direction  they  have  been  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, added  to  the  universal  confidence  in  your 
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Excellency's  talents  the  mUitia  from  every  quarter 
resorted  eheerfuUy  to  your  standard  and  you  have, 
Succeeded  in  deterring  the  enemy  from  the  pursuit 
of  invading  this  happy  province  which  had  it  taken 
place  we  are  confident  would  have  terminated  in 
their  defeat  and  disgrace— Your  Excellency  being 
fully  possessed  of  the  united  esteem,  a,nd  affection 
of  every  class  of  tlie  people,"  &c.  &c. 

See  the  Herald  of  that  time. 

After  giving  the  Montreal  address  with  His  Ex- 
cellency's answer,  both  in  English  and  in  French, 
and  in  different  characters  by  way  of  distinction, 
the  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald  continues  to  dis- 
play his  loyalty  in  the  following  terms. 

"  Yesterday  about  ten  o'clock  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  General  and  s\iit  set  off  from  this  city  for 
Quebec,  after  so  many  months  of  unremitting  activ- 
ity in  the  midst  of  a  loyal  people  ^\o  regard  him 
with  adoratlon^^  We  heartily  wish  he  may  arrive 
safely  into  the  bosom  of  his  amiable  family,  anxious 
for  his  return,  ^ince  the  hour  of  common  danfl^is 
past,  at  least  fojr  a  short  time.'*  f  ^ 

See  A^ontreal  lieraid,  Edt,  liead^  I)eei5, 1812. 

At  a  splendid  hall  given  by  the  volunteers  of 
Montreal  at  Holines'  Hotel,  "  In  one  of  the  rooms 
was  a  Star  of  bayonets  on  a  black  velvet  ground  an4 
in  its  center  the  golden  grown  raised  on  a  cushion 
of  crimson  and  white  sattiu; — At  proper  intervals 
interspersed  in  the  Star  were  the  initials  pf  our  be- 
loved Governor  PREVOST  in  letters  of  gol^,"- 
See  Montreal  Herald,  Edt,  head,  Dec.  12, 1812» 

"  On  Tuesday  evening  last  His  Excclleney  the 
Governor  General  arrived  in  this  city,  from  Upper 
Canada.  Sir  George  went  as  far  as  Fort  Erie — a 
distance  of  about  500  miles — His  Excellency  left 
Montreal  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  ult.  Thus 
completing  a  journey  of  fully  1000  miles  in  18  days, 
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ialthough  he  stopt  a  considerable  time  at  all  the  prin- 
cipal military  posts  in  his  way — His  Excellency  we 
are  glad  to  announce  enjoys  the  best  state  of  health, 
Montreal  Herald,  Edt  head,  March  13,  1813. 

*•  We  deny  any  credit  to  those  who  hold  the  great 
responstbiltty  (ministers)  for  the  slender  aid  they 
have  afforded  us  since  the  war,  though  all  are  in  one 
accord  that  the  high  character  who  was  destined  to 
act  has  made  the  most  of  the  materials  which  he 
found  these  provinces  possessed  df — Under  his  au- 
spices the  peace  establishment  of  regulars  and  our 
own  militia  have  done  wonders." 

Montreal  Herald,  EdL  head,  May  15, 1813. 

"  The  fact  is  our  troops  in  consequence  of  a  want 
of  naval  co-operation  have  not  been  adequate,  tho' 
our  soldiers  have  achieved  three  times  ihore  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  them — Good  God 
what  are  we  coriie  to  1  Our  Governor  General  puts 
himself  to  all  the  privations  of  a  common  soldier 
watching  day  and  night  to  promote  the  security  of 
the  country." 

Montreal  Herald,  Edt.  head,  Aug.  ^8, 1813. 

**  Last  Saturday  afternoon  His  Excellency  th6 
Governor  tJerieral  and  suit  arrived  here  from  Kings- 
ton, U.  Canada,  which  place  he  left  on  the  morning 
of  the  preceding  day  in  a  birch  canoe  managed  by 
Indians.  On  Monday  morning  His  Excellency  went 
over  to  inspect  the  troops  and  militia  of  the  various 
military  posts  from  Chambly  to  the  lines,  &c.  Sir 
George^s  personal  exertions  have  been  extraordina- 
ry since  the  commencement  of  the  war." 

Montreal  Herald,  Edt.  head,  Oct.  2, 1813. 

We  see  that  Sir  George  Prevost  was  a  very  great 
favorite  in  Montreal  for  the  first  campaign. 

"On  Friday  were  given  at  the  Union  Hotel,  by 
the  military  and  embodied  militia  officers  in  the 
garrison  (Quebec)  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
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General,  his  Lady  and  family,  a  splendid  ball  and 
supper.  The  decorations  wi&re  .ti*tily  iwilitaty.  Tcr 
these  were  added  the  following  pahititog^. ,  \  fiiH 
length  picture  of  His  Majesty.  iSlt'Gfebrge  Fi'e^ 
yost's  Armsi  fFame  holding  a  trtimpdt  from.  VKich 
was  suspended  a  scroll  containing  the  Barnes  bf  tlie 
places  in  the  West  Indies  where  Sir  tieorge  SPrevo^ 
had  distinguished  himself,  to  which  tvfts  added 
Canada."  ,■..,.         w.    .■  ■   ;  '  -..  •'  '    "-'^  ;  •  ' 

^    . ;  ,  'Montreal <HeraW,  td,  heady  Jan,  l5,  l^i4> 

"  The  inhabitants  of  these  FroviftcJfes  have  much 
cause  to  rejoice  at  the  propitious  matmer  in  ^htcH 
the  campaign  has  opened  both  in  Loweir  and  Upper 
Canada^  .  Sueh  results  may  always  he  looked,  for 
wben  plans  are  judiciously  arranged  and  thei^ecu^ 
tioffl  left  to  the  bravery  oi  British  soldiers  a^d  sail- 
ors. The  achievements  at  La  Cdfle  aippeaj^fd  hiot^ 
z.  miracle  than  an  act  of  human  j)o\irei'.'* 

Montreal  Herald,  M,  head,  Ma^  H,  t^iS, 

Havir^g  given  the  foregoing  laydabte  eitr^cts,  it 
is  necessary  to  ptove  that  they  ire  desetvin^  of  cred- 
it. Towards  this  end  we  shall  insert  the  e^piifesscdh- 
ditions  upon  which  the  authoi'  teiide!tfed  hiSiServices 
when  he  commenced  his  literary  t^areet  and  feblicit- 
ed  a  share  in  the  confidence  aiid  patforiafee  bf  the 
public  as  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald,  vii; 

The  Editors  qf  the  Montreal  Herald  idll  sttppbrt 
ffie  Constkution  "  and  truth  will  be  invariably  pro- 
mulgated divested  of  all  party  infl"uehce.'*-i-iS'^e  j?ro- 
specius  qf  the  Montreal  jfierald,  Qtt  6,  19li. 

"We  shall  give  praise  to  merit,  and  cbndettiti 
every  action  which  comes  to  our  knowledge  thitt 
in  any  way,  deviates  frolifi  merit," 

Montreal  Herald,  Ed*  head,  Aptit  8, 1815, 
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The  essays  of  Veritas  in  Ihe  Montreal  Herald  are 
so  industriously  frainied;  that  every  period  breaths 
hostility  to  Sir  Geoi^e  Prevost^  and  the  periods 
are  so  irregularly  put  together  that  I  see  no  ]Tie- 
thod  of  making  an  answei'but  by  otcasionally  view- 
ing the  whple  en  fnasse.  According  to  the  French 
maxim  ♦*  On  ne  irepottd  pas  aux  sotisscs,"  nothing 
in, these  essays  deserve  attfentipn.-^But  as  the  Her. 
aid  has  an  extensive  circulation,  it  becomes  a  duty 
to  sacrifice  a  little  easei  in  order  to  check  in  the 
bud  the  evil  tendency  of  its  illiberal  effi-isions* 

Acctisations  (yfSir  James  Hefiry  Craig,  says  Veru 
'tas  isccre^  sanctioned  hy  Sir  George  Frevost ;  n^to  aU 
So  countenanced  thai  miserable  paper  the  Spectateur 
On  purpose  idyiifi  down  his  predecessor. 

General  Craig  was  detested  and  branded  with 
the  epithets  of  tyranny  by ,  the  many-^while  the 
few  praistid  him  and  his  works  to  the  skies.  With 
Gener£ll  Prevent  the  case  wa^  completely  reversed ; 
the  many  looked  on  him  as  the  greatest  of  men  and 
pi-aised  him  and  all  hia  Works^  while  the  few,  forging 
blemishes  for  him  in  great  abundance^  have  made 
themselves  highly  disagreeable.  During  the  ad- 
trtiiii^tratidn  of  tlie  first,  we  had  perpetual  war  in 
peace  t  during  that  of  the  last,  we  had  a  perpetual 
peace  in  war.^-^ With  the  one  it  was  apprehended 
that  the  Habitants  of  Canada,  would  turn  out  en 
'masse.  Seize  upon  the  country  and  put  all  the  emi- 
grants in  it  to  the  sWord— which>  with  the  other,  all 
th^  enemies  within  and  without  the  Province,  have 
in  vain  tried  to  carry  into  execution.  Gen.  Craig 
m  his  last  speech  to  the  Legislative  body  of  this 
Province,  after  expatiating  upon  the  existing  evil, 
goes  on  *•  I  am  earnest  6n  the  subject  Gentlemen- 
It  is  probably  the  last  legacy  of  a  very  sincere  well- 
wisher,  who  if  he  lives  to  reach  the  presence  of  his 
sovereign,  would  indeed  present  himself  with  the 
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proud  certainty  of  obtainiiii^  bis  approbation,  if  h& 
could  conclude  bis  report  of  bis  administration,  with 
saying,  I  foimd,  sire,  tbe  portion  of  your  subjects 
that  you  committed  to  my  charge,  divided  amonff 
themselves,  viewing  each  other  with  distrust  and 
jealousy  and  animated  as  they  supposed  by  separate 
interests.  I  left  them  sire,  cordially  united  in  the 
bonds  of  reciprocal  esteem  and  confidence,  rivaling 
each  other  only  in  aiJectionate  attachment  to  your 
Majesty's  Government  and  in  general  exertions  for 
the  ^erieral  good." 

-'  'Quebec  Mercury,  1811,  Page  9^*  . 

General  Prevost  in  his  last  speech  to  the  same  Au- 
gust Body*  exults  in  equal  elegance  of  language  and. 
sense  of  feeling,  at  having  reiilised  the  impressive 
wish  of^  his  predecessor  *♦  However  intent,  Bays  he, 
0*1  the  subject  which  so  unexpectedly  thus  sum- 
mons my  attention,  be  assured,  I  shall  bear  with 
me  a  lively  recollection  of  the  firm  support  I  have 
derived  from  you,  and  shall  be  gratified  at  j^n  early 
period/  in  representing^  personally  to .  His  Royail 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  zeal  and  loyalty 
evinced  by  every  class  of  His  Majesty's  .-subjects  in 
Britisli  North  America,  during  my  administration ; 
their  attachment  to  his  august  person  and  to  his 
gbvernmeut,  and  most  particularly,  the  spirit  and 
devotion  manifested  by  the  people  of  the  Canadas 
in  the  late  contest  with  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica.? Montreal  Heraldy  jiprilly  IHIS, 

Indeed  vSir  George  had  reason  to  exult  at  the 
closing  of  his  polilleal  career  in  this  country  ;  for 
he  has  been  extremely  fortunate  in  his  administra- 
tion.^-'Iiuring  the  revolutionary  war,  few  English 
Generals  were  allowed  laurels,  for  laurels  are  but 
thinly  planted  jn  the  wilderness  of  America.  We 
had  upwards  of  forty  thousand  regulars — the  ene- 
my never  had  half  of  that  number,  yet  we  lo^t  thir- 
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ty  thousand  brave  men,  thirty  millions  <rf  mot^, 
and  thirteen  Provinces.  (See  view  of  American 
revplutionujy  war,  Page  154.) 

In  the  late  war  with  little  or  ^no  assistance  either 
in  men  or  money  from  home,  the  united  ^i-ce  of 
eighteen  States,  beside  the  Indiai  a  Territy.  con^ 
taining  upwards  of  eight  millions  of  people,  left  no 
impression  upon  the  British  dominions  orl  tliis  side 
tjie  Atlantic,  but  that  of  indifference.  The  Pro-, 
yince  of  Lower  Canada^  the  real  object  of  the  con- 
test, which  was  under  the  immediate  care  of  Sir 
Cfeorge,  lost  no  men,  ?'eceiyed  no  injury,  like  the 
Angel  in  !|V|ilton,  His  Excellency  watched  upon  the 
edge  of  our  horisjon,  and  by  dint  of  address  in  ma*. 
iioeuyring*his  srpal}  means,  he  av(?rted  the  impend- 
ing dangers  and  saved  the  coiii^try* 

We  recollect  that  Le  C^nadienf  upon  whose  ruins 
Jje  Spectateur  was  estai^lishe^i  existed  in  Sir  James 
Craig*$  time.  Xh6  prpductiqns,  in  that  paper  were 
generally  CQn$i4ered  inimic^Lto  certain  classes  of 
society,  and  some  of  oiir  Ij^Qnprable  gentlemen  dis- 
<jover€l4  some  means  l]^y  wbi?h  thiey  issued  a  war- 
rant.- Iq  cpn^equenc^i  pf  this  warrant,  the  press 
was  seizedi  by  a  tile  of  soldifefs,  the  managers  were 
thro wrj  into iprison  where  th^y  were  allowed  to  le- 
main  during  pleasure,  Wfeen  they  were  set  at  lib- 
ert;:y  no  questions  were  asltpd  of  them,^  no.  inquiry 
was  made  into  the  ^ause  of  their  confinement,  no 
trial  was  instituted,  or  any  ss^tjsfaction  offered  either 
tQ  the  suflfei'ers  or  to  the  public,  by  that  government,, 
for  the  violence  thu^s  cpmn^itted  upon  the  liberties 
of  his  mtijesjfey*s  loyal  Canadian  subjects.  Ignorant 
perhaps  of  preceding  circuiastances,  or  tpo  well 
acquainted  with  their  injijstice,  pr  rather  finding  the 
late  sufferers  had  acquired  the .  confidence  of  the 
couutry,  Snd  had  sufficiqnt  abilities  to  suijk  the  times 
atid  liis  purposes,  Sir  Ge*orge,  very  pfoperly  restor- 
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ed  them  to  ftyor,  and  in  coiieimpn  with  others,  ad- 
mitted theii^  in  turn  to  employments.  THid  resto- 
ration however  necessary  at  the  moment,  \^as  rec- 
koned a  heinous  crime — -is  reckoned  so  tb  this  day  j 
and  helps  to  give  currency  to  the  efforts  of  Veritas, 
with  the  ppposite  party.   '   '  ^     '     '    '  V     ' 

•*  Sir  George,"  spy  out«  exotic  gentry,  *^  promoted 
the  enemies  of  gwieral'Craig,  as  well' as  »the  sup- 
porter's of  Le  Canadien,  Si  paper  which  did  not  spare 
us— :strangers,  ^*  Le  Ca^adiefi  is  a  rascal  (contitiuc 
they)  a  i  airCanadians  lire  rkscals.*'  *  Ndw  I  chal- 
lenge Veritas,  arid' his  infatuated  Confederatioh  of 
under^irappefs,'  tibi  firid  a  single  passage,  thrdugbout 
this  same  unfdrttfnatiB'Cahadien,"  that  cart*  come  in 
competftiori  for'  want  of  prihciples  or  *  for  ihtemper-* 
anqe  of  languare  with  the  pitpdu'ctions  now  hefbi-e  me; 
in  the 'Montreal  Herald.  P^rhaji's  passengers' from^ 
Great  BHtain,  however  trarisierit  their  stay,  are  en- 
titled to  superior  prlyilegcis  in  CbldnieS.  ^  Perhaps, 
when  personage!*  of  thiB  origin  find  it  convenient 
to'srtiite  a  Gahadiail-  bn  brie  cheek,  he,  pobr"^^ devil 
ought '  not  to*  inni^muip  biit  to  believe  the" salute  •  a' 
good  thing ;  and  like  a  gobd  christian,  say,  yea  y^a  j 
holding  out  the  btlie?!  bhfeek  also;  '^  "^ '^^^  ^  ^  * 

'**  The  history  of  Ireland  in'ferms  us,  that  for  ma. 
nycehturiesafl6r  the'coftqiiest;  the  English  adminis- 
tration of  justice  was  confifled'  to  very  narrow  lim- 
if,sl  "So  that  the  rtiass'ofthepedjile' lived  without 
th6  benefit  of  law  or  eqiiity.  ^  It  was  tho\ight»  that 
by  enlightening  the  pi^oplfe'theV  "would,  wish  for  in- 
dependence. Dissentibri  was  allowed ;  *  murder  was 
frequent  i  and  while  a  native*  %ho  killed  an  En- 
glishman wa$  always  panished  ^ith  d^ath,  the  mur- 
der of  a  hative  w^as  ^xpiatt^d  by  a  fine.** '  * 

Sei' Bewhr,  or  N.  Q,  Review. 

But  the  ill  treatment '  Hvhioh  Canadian  individu- 
als experiertcea^'  1  do  not  charge  to  the  coriductiof^ 
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Sir  J.  Hepry  Cfaig.  In  my  mind  he  was  wrongw 
fully  accused  of  the  severity  attributed  to  his  gov« 
ernmeut,  for/he  was  an  excellent  man.  But  unfor- 
tunately his  infirmities  sitbjected  him  to  bear  with 
marty  inconveniences.  He  was  obliged  to  see  and 
io  hear  through  the  medium  of  counsellors ;  an 
iintOward  circumstance  ^yhich  gave  an  unnatural 
air  to  his  measures,  and  rendered  th^m  unpopular 
in  most  inktances  among  the  inhabitants.  In  his 
answer  to  the  farewell  address  of  the  executive 
council,  he  says,  "If  I  receive  with  satisfaction  the 
expression  of  general  esteem  and  approbation  from 
various  parts  of  the  province,  how  much  more  grat- 
ifying must  these  sentiments  be,  coming  fj^om  the 
Jnembers  of  his  majesty's  executive  council.  Oth- 
ers can  judge  only  from  effects  produced  by  such 
ineasures  as  I  have  pursued  during  my  administrar 
^ion:of.  tUe  goyemmeUt  of  the  Province.  You  gen- 
tlemen, know'  the  principles  upon  which  they  have 
peeii  founded,  Isqld  ivave  been  made  acquainted  with 
ikie  motives  of  all  my  actions — ^ypu  are  therefore, 
more  able  to  appreciate  them  at  their  just  estima- 
tion." '  ^  '"^  QuebdcMerdtri/,  1811,  Fage  191. 
•  Le  Canadien  of  Sir  James  Henry  Craig,  is  reviv- 
ed with  redoubled  Violence  'in  the  Herald  of  Sir 
George  PrevostI  What  thd  reputed '  French  were 
then,  the  reputed  English  afe  tiow ;  and  both  seem 
more  under  the  influence  of  passion  than  reason* 
Whether  the  reigning  factions  expect  to  live  in  atler- 
times  through  their  present  endeavours,  is  more  than 
i  know.  But  the  historian  1  presume  will  pay  little  or 
no  attention  to  assertions  and  arguments  unsupport- 
ed by  ofHcial  documents ;  or  at  least  the  authority 
of  those  who  were  ithmediately  engaged  in  the  sev- 
eral transactions  brought  forward.  Next  to  such 
authorities,  I  considered  it  to  be  due  to  the  accounts 
given  in  ournewspajpers  under  the  articles  compos- 
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ed  by  the  Editors  of  the  day.  These  Editors  af^ 
fiot  paid  to  deceive  their  subscribers  and  friends; 
Therefore,  w  hen  they  cannot  produce  the  truth,  it  is 
understodid  that  they  Will  say  so,  observe  their  mottpsi 
or  remj^in  silent.  Such  are  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  wish  this  review  to  sti^nd  before  the  public* 

Sir  George  Prev  .st  in  poii^t  of  health  and  activi^ 
ty,  being,  in  the  prime  q£  life,  had  the  advantage 
over  jais  predecessq^  who  was  a  man  advanced  ii^ 
years;  Sir  George  arrived  at  Quebec,  the  l^th  Sep- 
tember, 1811,  and  on  the  5th  of  the  ensuirig  inontb 
we  find  him  returned  to  head  quarters  at  the  Castle 
of  St.  }-.ewis,  "from  (i  visit  to  Montreal,  ^fter^in- 
sp^ting  the  trPPps  in  that  garrison,  at  Threewfev- 
ci-s,  St,  jfol^ns,  Chambly  an4  WilliaiiirHQnry;  asi 
Well  as  the  military  positions  in'  their  respective 
neighbourhaods ;  His  Ilxqellency  trayelled  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  St,  Lawrence  in  going,  aind  re»»^ 
turned  on  tbe  south  bank  of  that  Rive^.^' 

QuebcQ  Mercurtff  October  1 8^1 1 . 

Sir  George  made  it  his  constant  practice  to  see 
and  to  he^  every  tiling  that  cpuld  be  seen  or  heard  y. 
and  t<j  admit  upon  credit  as  Uttle  as  possible.'   By 
these  meansi  he  w^s  not  Ipug  in  tlie  country  before 
he  kne\y  the  nature  of  every  plaibe,  of  every  thing 
and  of  every  character  in  it,'  liiuch  betteritlmn  any 
other  person  within  the  limits  of  hisi  command. 
Possessed  of  this  necessary  knpwledge^  he  seldom  was 
in  wai^t  of  aid  in  that  way  tVom  His  Majesty's  Ex- 
ecutive CounciUors— who  tliereforQ,  were  useful  to 
him  only  for  the  sake  of  formality ^^    An<l  b<?sides, !  i  i s 
hpdquarters  were  cpntinually  changing  situations  ;• 
so  that  at  times,  he  could-  not  possibly  s^yail  himself  ? 
of  the  advantages  that  might  otherwise  be  derived  ^ 
from  a  Communication  with,  their  wisdom^  without ; 
creating  great  inconveniences  to  the  service;  par-: 
ticularly  as  it  was  not  then  supj)osed,  that  men  of  ^ 
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their  Weigtit  were  endowed  as  Veritas  elegantly  calh 
it  in  allusion,  with  the  "  7/OCO  wo/ire  faculty  of 
Port  Boy**'*  The  Governor,  therefore,  was  obliged 
to  acquire  the  habit  of  transacting  his  affairs  with- 
out  these  weitjhty  men's  interference.  This  habits 
however,  was  construed  into  neglect ;  and  although . 
no  disadvantage  arose  from  it  to  the  Province,  it  has 
we  understand  given  great  offence  to  certain  indi*. 
viduals.  The  addresses  to  Sir  George,  have  been 
a  contipual  eye  sore  to  those  who  thought  proper 
to  be  discontented  with  his  measures.  Ever  since  - 
last  fall,  some  have  been  hammering  upon  4(at  sub« 
ject  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  community  at 
large.  At  length  their  noise  is  become  as  common 
as  that  of  the  bells  of  the  Parish  Church  ;  which 
are  never  taken  notice  of  but  by  strangers,  and  those 
immediately  concerned.  The  manoeuvres  of  these 
malcontents  in  the  cause  of  imposition  will  bear  the 
following  comparison  in  the  words  of  the  celebrat* 
ed  Mr.  Burke. 

••  The  vanity,  restlessness,  petulance  and  the  spir- : 
it  of  intrigue,  of  sensual  petty  cabals,  who  attempt 
to  hide  theii'  total  want  of  consequence  in  business 
and  noise — and  pufKnf?,  and  mutual  quotations  of 
each  other,  make  you  imagine  that  one  contemptu- 
ous neglect  of  their  abilities  is  a  mark  of  general 
acquiescence  in  their  opinion:  No  such  thing,  I 
assure  you.  Because  half  a  dozen  grasshoppers 
under  a  hedge  make  the  field  ring  with  their  im- 
portunate  chink—rwhilst  thousands  of  great  cattle 
reposed  beneath  the  shaddow  of  the  oak  chew  the 
cud  and  are  silent.  Pray  do  not  imagine  that  those 
who  make  the  noise,  are  the  only  inhabitants  of  the 
field ;  that  of  course  they  are  many  in  number  or 
that  afler  all  they  are  any  other  than  the  little 
shrivelling,  meagre  hopping  though  loud  anil  trou- 
blesome insects  of  the  hoiu:.*' 
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^*  There  is  a  tiriie  of  prosperity,"  Sayi  smother 
gteat  writer,  "  when  the  buzzing  hum  of  sycophants, 
stun  the  ears  of  great  men,  while  the  splendours  of 
of&tt  surrounded  — ^— — .  Language  such  as  I  now 
use  could  not  have  escaped  me.  It  is  when  a  great 
m^lii  is  beaten  dowii  by  faction  and  cabal  that  his 
triie  friends  peculiarly  delight  to  avow, their  attach- 
ment. It  is  the  time  too  when  the  little  sneaking 
contemptible  maggots  ii<rhom  his  kindness  had  warm- 
ed into  being  wiU  be  seeii  crawling  arid  wriggHng 
from  him."  ,      .  ,  •     . 

The  aidrcs^  to  His  RoJ'al  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  has  been 
considered  a  master-pieoe  sjnfce  it  tvds  twifce  regis- 
tered and  served  up  in  thp  Herald,  besides  the  ma- 
ny quotations  from  it  which  have  occasionally  a- 
domed  the  pages  of  that  officious  paper  during  the 
dead  season.  This  information  could  hot  be  in- 
tended for  subscribers  as  they  must  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  much  better  than  the  Ed- 
itor himself.  It  mast  have  beeii  intended  for  Great 
Britain — And  the  Editor^  like  the  African  Sable 
Chiefj  swollen  in  his  pride  and  squatted  upon  hi^ 
throne  of  turf,  inserted  it  no  doiibtj  saying  to  him- 
selfi  "  what  will  the  people  of  England  think  of  me" ! 

A  certain  gentleman  who  was  full  of  hope  cross- 
ed the  atlantic  and  elated  with  the  flattering  idea 
of  acquiring  a  rapid  fortune  by  land  speculations  ; 
he  directed  his  course  into  the  wilds  of  Upper  Can- 
ana.  This  was  in  the  lime  of  Governor  Gore*s  ad- 
ministration. But  our  gentleman  after  sojourning 
there  some  few  months  and  practicing  some  few 
manoeuvres^  feeling  disappointed*  he  it  seems  mea* 
sured  back  his  steps  and  wrote  a  Book.  As  thig 
circumstances  attending  this  book  have  some  affin- 
ity to  the  present  proceedings  in  the  Herald,  we 
shall  beg  leave  to  illustrate  our  subject  by  a  feW 


if 

quotations  from  an  English  Review  of  that  public 
catipn. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  to  Lord  CastlereagH^ 
gives  some  account  of  the  Drauiaii!)  Persona  iti 
Jlr's  .  '   '"  political  piece  of  the  wortliieS;  who  ac^ 
cording  to  him,  filled  the  highest  offices,  and  were 
driven  from  theip  by  the  tyranny  of  the  Qovembi*. 
These  worthies  by  the  establishment  of  what  they 
terip  an  indepehdant  press,  were  enabled  to  pi-b- 
ceed  rapidly  to  organise — and  became  the  riallyiHg 
point  ibr  all  dissatisfied  and  turbulent  spirits  in  ihe 
'Province  and  gained  strength  daily.     Ihej^  every 
where  gave  out  that  the  governor  would  be  recall- 
ed and  a  new  order  gf  things  established,  &c.  Tlie 
feffect  produced  by  this  doctrine  was  hot  conSnfed  . 
to  tlie  low  and  illiterate,  but  extended  to  gentle^ 
men^  who.  from  their  education  and  high  rank,  ought 
to  liave  known  better;      However,  this  state  of 
things  did  not  continue  long,  and  in  tlie  end  work- 
ed its  own  curci     The  extreme  \iolence  of 'th*e  fac- 
tion Claimed  and  disjgiisted  every  inari  of  senSe  in .. 
the  l?rovince^  and  produced  a  greater  bpjpositsbtt  to 
their  rulers  than  they  were  led  to  expect;     This 
gentleman  (auther)  continues  the  review  having 
considered  neither  his  property  nor  his  persbh  se- 
cure in  the  colony,  was  consequently  right  to  leave 

.  Alfred,  if  lie  18  hoi  P'erihsy  is  at  least  a  twin 
brother,  who  labours  in  the  same  vineyard — And 
Alfred  in  the  Herald  of  the  8th  uf  April,  expresses 
similar  sentiments  with  the  foregoing  emigrant :  If 
the  administration  of  the  government  of  Canada, , 
says  he,  is  to  be  continued  upon  the  present  princi- 
ples, property  and  character  cannot  iexpect  protec- 
tion ;  attachment  to  the  king  and  government  must 
^ease,  men  of  independent  minds  inust  retire  ;  im- 
proper  means  will  become  the  only  passport  to  of- 
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fSce — anc^  to  the  participation  of  the  loai^i'  aiii 
fishes — Ay  !  the  loave3  an4  fishes,  fhere  is  therub$ 
\  Sir  George  Prevost  t«hD5e  govenimeht  iVi  this 
country  has  become  an  object  for  sa:vages  to  fire  at. 
from  behitid  the  bush,  is  the  son;  of  General  Pre- 
vost who.  distitiguished  Jiimsdf  in  the  Attiericim  re- 
volutionary war— particularly  in  his  defence  of  Sa^ 
vannaji*  wnich  against  the  superior  and  combined 
force  by  sea  and  land'  of  I'rance  and  the  revolted 
British  colonies,  he  proseiv^dto  the  British  Gov- 
ernmetjj, 

5ir  Cfeorgc  was  born  in  New-Jerseyi  under  the 
Qntish  Flag,  wliil^f  his  father  was  on  service  there. 
He  ejitered  early  into  the,  army,  advanced  gradual-^ 
Ty  to.  his  present  rank  and  has  been  thirty  five  year* 
in  the  service  of  his  king  and  coiuntry.  He  was 
created  Knight  and  Biironet  fbr  bis^  nome  achieve- 
ments, ifl  the  line  of  his  profession — Was- Governor 
in  the  West  Indies— -Was  Governor  ip  England- 
was  Governor  in  Nova  Scotia  :  And  by  an  approv'- 
ejj  line  of  conduct,  he  established  a  character  which 
veiy  deservedly  procured  him  the  eminent  statiorr 
qf  Governor  General  and  commander  in  chief  of 
British  North  sAmerica,  The  sense  winch  the  peo* 
pte  of  I^ova  Scotia  entertained  of  the  government 
of  Sir  George  JPreVost,  we  can  learn  fi*om  the  fkre- 
■\yell  address  of  the  principal  inhabitant  of  their,  me- 
tropolii^,     it  is  as  follows  :-i-  ^ 

•*  To  tits  Ea:cellenci/  Sir  &sorge  PrevojSti 
Baronett  S^c.  ^c.  ^c. 

*    ••srB» 

«« Your  Excellency  intending  shortly  to  leave  thijf 
Province,  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax,  cannot  omit 
expressing  to  you  their  unfeigned  regret  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  at  the  same  time  of  testifying  their  grat- 
itude for  the  many  real  benefits  which  the  province 


has  derived  from  your  short  administration  of  the 
govemn^cnt.  ' 

•*  We  have  often  been  iinduced  to  torne  forward 
to  manifest  our  esteem  for  many  valuable  and  re- 
spectable characters,  \^ho  Isave  Ulled  high  station^ 
in  this  country,  for  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  t6 
have  bad  inanv  men  of  tried  worth  dt  th^  head  of 
the  clvfly  naval  and  military  depaitments  here  ;  but 
beheve.uSt  sir,  >ye  use  not  the  language  of  flattery 
when  ^v'e  say,  that  we  have  never  felt  more  sincere 
regret,  than  for  your  departure  from  us, 

"  Equity  has  been  the  ruling  principle  df  your 
administration,  and  the  most  unremitting  attentioh 
to  public  business  its  invariable  practice  :  Vour  in- 
defatigable seal  carried  you  into  the  most  remote 
parts  of  the  province,  and  you  l)9came  early  ac- 
quainted with  our  situation  and  our  wants.  The 
confidence  with  which  you  inspired  the  Legislative 
Body,  induced  them  to  provide  ample  supplies  for 
the  different  branches  oi  the  public  service.  The 
wisdom  with  which  they  have  been  appropriated 
equal  the  liberality  with  which  they  were  granted, 
imd  must  produce  extensive  and  permanent,benefit8 
to  the  country  at  laige. 

^*  Your  ears  have  been  <^n  to  petitioners  of  ev- 
ery class,  and  your  ready  attention  to  their  wants 
^nd  their  claims,  has  left  no  cause  for  complaint. 
With  tl^e  sentiments  of  affectionate  and  respectful 
regard  wliich  ypu  have  excited  in  our  breasts-* 
while  we  deplore  our  loss  we  cannot  but  derive 
consolation  from  the  justly  meri,^ed  honors  that 
^ause  your  removal. 

"  We  consdder  your  f^j^ointment  to  the  supreme 
comn^s^nd  of  British  North  America  as  an  earnest 
pf  the  blessing  which  his  Majesty's  subjects  on  the 
western  side  of  the.atlantic,  are  to  enjoy  under  the 
government  of  ^e  august  personage,  the  aniversa^ 
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iry  of  whose  biyth  we  this  day  assemble  to  commem- 
orate. 4tt  this,  critical  period  when  the  prejudices 
of  misgt^^ded  councils  of  a  neighbouring  nation  ren- 
der  it  not  improbable  that  we  may  be  called  upon 
to  defend  the  invaluable  privilege  of  Englishmen,  it 
must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  every  loyal  sub- 
ject, that  His  Royal  Highness  in  the  nam^  of  our 
venerably  and  revered  sovereign  has  entrusted  the 
defence  of  these  colonies  to  an  officer,  who  has  so 
frequently  proved  himself  worthy  of  commanding 
[Pritis^  colonies,  May  he  ever,  sir,  be  thus  influ- 
^need  in  hi^  nominations  to  offices  of  great  trust 
^n4  high  respectability,  hy  the  rnerit  of  those  on 
\yhom  they  are  to  be  conferred.  We  thank  yoii 
for  your  condescension  in  permitting  your  portrait 
to  be  taken  and  lett  with  us.  It  will  be  a  p^rpetu* 
al memorial  of  a  personage,  whose  public  conduct 
and  private  virtues  have  beeii  so  beneficial  and  en- 
dearing to  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  province. 

•*  You  go  sir,  to  a  Aiore  exalted  station,  but  you 
cannot  go  where  ypu  will  be  more  beloved  or  re- 
spected. In  taking  our  leave  of  you,  permit  us  to 
assure  you  of  our  warmest  wishes  that  every  bless- 
ing may  be  your*s,  and  every  happiness  attend  your, 
amiable  %nd  exemplary.  Lady  and  each  individual, 
qf  your  excellent  family," 

Halifax,  ikth  August,  1811. 

See  Quebec  Mercury,  SepL  II,  ISil, 

Jlead  this. address  Ve,  '%s,  and  blush  for  your  sins. 
It  contains  the  true  sentiments  of  a  loyal  people, 
sentiments  which  go  to  the  heart  and  Will  make  a 
good  man  feel  more  than  he  would  willingly  ac- 
l^nC|wledge.  I  wish  I  could  hold  the  pen  of  the 
writer,  that  I  might  render  e(|ual  justice  to  my  un? 
dfrtaking. 

"  After  the  declaration  of  war  was  believed  at 
Qaebec,"  repopts  Veritas,  h  Sir  George  despatchexi^ 
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prders  to  captain  Roberts  dfSt  Joseph,  to  act  upo|i 
the  defensive.  But  captain  Roberts  stimulated  by, 
and  concurring  in  the  opinion  of  the  traders,  fol- 
lowed GeneralBrock's  orders  in  preference  to  those 
of  General  Prevost,  and  the  Fort  of  Michillimacki^ 
nac,  was  taken  without  bloodshed.  ■' 

How  has  Veritas  come  by  this  secret.  Mr.  W. 
Mackay,  who  was  employed  by  the  agents  of  the 
North  West  Company,  to  eany  the  news  of  the  war 
to  the  Company's  headquarters,  upon  Lake  Superii- 
or,  was  the  bearer  of  Sir  (leorge^  despatches  to  St. 
Joseph.  If  Sir  George  did  give  such  orders— they 
must  have  been  discretionary — not  positive-r  since 
in  a  General  Order  of  the  8th  of  August,  181:2, 
he  expresses  his  approbation  by  annowicing  with 
great  ^atisfactipn  to  the  troops  under  his  command^  the 
capture  q/MichiUimackhiac,  as  having  been  ejff^ected 
in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  Captain  Roberts  and 
the  officers  and  men  employed  upon  the  occasion,  and 
without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

See  Quebec  Mercury ,  vol.  Sth,  Page  251. 

<<  General  Biock  however  having  received  no  in- 
structions from  General  Prevost,  hesitated  about 
taking  the  Fort  of  Niagara — but  having  learnt  that 
General  Hull  had  crossed  at  Sandwich,  and  was 
ravaging  the  British  side,  he  marched  for  Detroit, 
and  captured  General  Hull  and  his  aimy,  without 
firing  a  shot  or  losing  a  drop  of  blood  on  either 
side.  Sir  George  gave  no  orders  to  Gen.  Brock, 
because  he  cunningly  reserved  to  himself  the  pow- 
er of  either  blaming  or  praising  the  gallant  general 
according  to  the  issue  of  events.  Indeed,  this  in- 
decisive conduct  unhappily  adhered  to  Sir  George, 
during  the  whole  war.  General  Prevost's  armistice 
with  General  Dearborn,  prevented  General  Brock 
from  sweeping  away  all  the  American  posts  down 
\q  Saoket^  HaYbour  inclusively." 
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f<  After  the  battle  It  Queenston,  had  Genera^ 
$heafie,  who  also  was  so  fond  of  annistices  that  he 
nuide  one  of  his  own,  crossed  over  the  same  after- 
poon  he  might  easily  have  taken  Lewistown,  the 
<^ort  of  Niagara,  and  cleared  all  that  line  of  the  eo- 
^my— ^nd  I  contend  that  all  the  depots  along  the 
frontier  could  have  been  destroyed  without  irritat- 
ing  the  enemy.  We  had  force  enoughr-for  look 
at  what  General  Brock  had  done  with  a  handful  of 
men.  Sir  George  had  a  long  line  to  defend  ^  bi^ 
had  he  energy,  he  might  hav^  withdrawn  some  of 
his  troops  from  certain  points,  €on<;entrated  tliem 
in  certain  others ;  and  ^urn  a  feint  into  real  attacks 
as  opportunity  dSere(l.  The  tables  would  by  such 
a  system  be  turned,  and  the  enemy  reduced  to  the 
defensive  according  to  the  well  known  principle  in 
mechanics  that  velocity  is  equal  to  weighty  so  an 
active  small  force,  would  have  .produced  greater  ef- 
iect,  than  a  lazy  big  one"— ^igo,  had  iSr  G€torge 
acted  mechanically  according  to  the  principle  lank 
down  for  him  by  Veritas  three  years  alter  the  affair 
was  over,  he  might  have  oveipqwered  his  unwieldy 
opponents  to  his  own  liking !  I 

Looking  into  the  British  American  Roys^l  Kalen^ 
dear  for  181^,  which  was  the  fir$t  year  df  the  war, 
we  find  our  Canadian  army  list,  consist  only  gf 
seven  battalions,  viz.  10th  Veterans,  1st  battalion 
9f  the  8th,  41st,  49th,  100th,  Newfoundland  and 
Canadian  Fencibles,  with  four  companies  of  the  Roy- 
al Artillery.  Apiioynting  in  all  to,  perhaps  three 
thousand  five  hundred  men ;  and  upon  the  man- 
agement of  these  depended  the  defence  of  the  Can- 
adas,  which  from  Quebec  to  MichiUimackinac,  (ex- 
clusive of  the  immense  territories  beyond  that  post), 
presents  a  frontier  line  of  upwards  of  eleven  hun- 
dred miles  in  extent,  so  tliat  our  army  could  furnish 
only  three  soldiers  to  a  mile  of  territory.     Indeed, 
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Siir  (George  himself  observed  that  his  regulars  beinj^ 
few  in  number,  they  were  dispersed  and  preserve4 
as  absolutely  necessary  to  seVve  as  pivots  for  the 
militia ;  so  that  every  man  in  his  little  army^  seem- 
ed to  him  of  the  highest  value ;  perhaps  worth  their 
tveight  iti  gM.  No  wonder  he  was  sparing  of  such 
Irvesj  particularly  if  taught  by  experience  to  expect 
ha  assistance,  beyond  the  means  already  in  bis  poa^ 
ge^on*  The  e&ct  of  these  means  upon  the  ene* 
my^  I  shaH  beg  leave  to  introduce  in  the  words  of 
am  excellent  writer,  who  is  well  known  in  the  polit* 
iical  world  as  a  iirst  rate  character,  \iz*  B.  Garden 
iMer,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  formerly  a  distinguish- 
ed  member  of  Congress. 

*«  We  i^all  consider  the  war  operations  accord* 
i»g.  to  the  divisions  which  our  government  and  that 
of  Great  Britain  have  made  the  armies  of  the  West^ 
the  Cenl;i|M  and  the  North. 

^*  It  i^i^freU  known  that  General  Hull;  ^ith  out 
army  of  ^00  men  began  his  march  many  months 
bei^r#  Congress  declared  war.  Genei*al  Brock^ 
Withl||iandM  of  troops  and  as  maay  Indians  com- 
pelkd-  this  army  to  retreat  from  the  British  territo- 
13s  ^^  soon  after  captured  it  with  the  whole  of  the 
Michigan  territory.  General  Harrison,  who  suc- 
<!eedea  to  the  command  promised  to  retrieve  the 
loss.  All  the  western  States  pour.ed  forth  their  my* 
nadSk  Their  armies  of  governors^  of  generals  and 
heroes,  as  thick  as  the  autumnal  leaves,  with  whom 
general  Proctor,  who  had  replaced  general  Brock^ 
had  to  <sontend  for  a  twelve  month,  with  a  small 
Joree  df  7  or  800  regulars*  who  assisted  with  a  few 
Indians,  caused  us  a  loss  of  ^^00  men. .  And  had 
not  commodore  Perry  deprived  the  enemy  of  lake 
Erie,  Harrison  with  his  thousands  could  never  have 
triumphed  over  the  British  general.  That  is  get* 
ting  possession  of  the  most  remote  settlement  of  G. 
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iiritain,  cost  the  United  States,  the  expence  of  ieiii 
listing  and  maintaining  12,000  troops. 

"  The  army  of  the  Center  consisted  of  1500  at 
Sackets  Harbour,  and  of  3500^  upon  the  Niagara 
frontieri  opposed  to  about  1500"  men.  At  Queens- 
ton  we  lost  1600  men,  and  at  little  York^  we  lost 
«18  many  men  as  the  enemy  had  engaged.  Fort 
George  was  taken  by  4000  men  and  by  the  navy 
from  1500,  who  in  their  turn  at  Stony  Creek^  took 
two  of  our  generals  200  men^  and  caused  Us  a 
loss  of  800  more,  besides  our  baggage;  Cooped  up 
three  times  their  number  in  Fort  George^  for  a 
whole  season — "  Exhibiting;  as  tiovernbr  Prevost 
says  in  his  intercepted  letter,  the  unheard  of  mili- 
tary **  spectacle  ot  a  small  insignificant  army  .block- 
ading one  of  three  times  its  force."  We  charged 
5200  to  the  amount  of  the  Western  army.  We  may 
now  charge  ii500  for  the  loss  of  the  army  of  the 
Center.  The  army  of  the  No^h  when  Wilkihson 
lay  at  Ghrenadier  Island,  his  force  amounted  to  10,000 
men;  Hampton  had  5000»  which  with  6000  mili- 
tia augmented  the  force  destined  to  reduce  laower 
Canada  to  21,000.  Opposed  to  this  army  were  On- 
ly 5000,  (regulars)  2000  of  whom  were  in  Upper 
Canada."  See  Ea^aminer^  vol  Isty  page  9i* 

"  If  this  country  is  able  to  conquer  Canada,"  Says 
the  same  author  on  another  occasion,  "why  has  it 
not  done  so  in  the  two  campaigns  which  have  been 
devoted  to  it  ?  Why^  if  it  is  able,  have  \Ve  been  en^, 
tirely,  completely^  disagreeably  foiled  ? 

•*  Foiled  in  1812,  because  they  did  not  estimate; 
the  difficult^ies.  But  now  having  acquired  the  ne- 
cessary knowledge,  they  would  ensure  the  most  briU 
liant  triumph.  Accordingly  they  have  concerted 
a  gi^and  campaign.  The  whole  season  was  employ- 
ed in  tremenduous  pre})arations  j  public  expection 
was  perpetually  on  the  stretch.     The  secretary  at 
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war  Was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  armies.  Perry  had 
securpd  lake  Erie ;  Chauncev  h^d  hemmed  in  Yeo's 
fleet  on  lake  Ontario.  *  Wilfeinson  sounded  his  bu- 
gle ;  Hampton  ix)se  in  his  strength.  From  east 
to  Avest  w^  nothing  heard  but  the  dreadful  note  of 
preparation,  and  the  easy  capture  of  Montreal. 
From  both  armies  came  letters  teeming  with  assur- 
ances of  victories.  We  are  in  Montreal  or  damnei 
said  one.  One  said  this,  another  said  that  ;  but 
victory,  victory,  was  the  cry  of  a  thousand  trumpet 
tongued  throats.  But  what  was  the  result ;  utter 
disgraceful,  infainous  defeat  *,  drove  out  of  Canada 
by  a  handfuj  of  troops ;  leaving  the  frontiers  of  Ni- 
agara smocking  in  ruins  ;  and  at  French  ^i|ls  : 
properly  estimated  at  2,OOQ,0000  oi  dollars." 

Emmner  page  SV7» 
The  Captures  of  Micliillimackinac  and  Detroit, 
and  the  consequent  trophies  arriving  in  Montreal 
upon  the  heels  of  the  business  of  L?i  Ciiine,  aided 
by  the  previous  zeal  and  activity  displayed  at  Mon- 
treal, came  opportunely  according  to  Veritas,  to  si- 
lence the  prudent,  to  nx  the  wavering,  and  confirm 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people  in  lovalty.  Now,  Sir 
Geoi'ge  continues  he,  had  no  hand  in  all  this.  H^ 
had  only  to  reap  the  fruits  of  what  others  had  done. 
It  was  often  said,  that  Sir  George  has  the  merit  of 
doing  what  Sir  James  would  not  have  attempted* 
Viz.  to  defend  both  provinces,  whilst  the  other 
thought  of  nothing  but  securing  Quebec,  and  its 
timid  inhabitants,  fiom  harm.  Nor  was  Sir  George 
decided  upon  a  general  defence,  before  he  came  to 
Montreal.  Then  our  historian  asserts,  that  the 
.provinces  were  saved  by  general  Brock,  by  the  In- 
dians, by  the  traders,  by  the  engagees,  by  t?)p  Up- 
per Canada  Militia,  by  the  regulars,  hy  the  mea- 
sures pursued  at 'Montreal,  berore  Sir  Qeorge's  2^ 
rival,  and  not  by  Sir  George  !  ! 
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Not  to  take  Veritas'  word  for  this  allegsttidh,  wfe 
shall  have  recourse  to  the  evidence  of  all  Uppefr 
Canada,  to  prbVe  the  imposition. 

From  the  answer  of  the  Legislative  body  of  Upi 
per  Canada,  to  th6  President's  Speech  at  the  open. 
ing  of  the  Provincidl  Parliament,  27th  Fel)ruary, 
1813,  we  tak€  the  following  extracts. 

From  the  answer  of  the  Commons,  "  We  parti- 
cipate in  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  your  honour, 
at  having  it  in  your  power,  on  the  first  time  you  ar« 
called  upon  td  address  us,  to  offer  our  cordial  con- 
gratulation bn  the  uniform  success  which  has  crown- 
ed His  Majesty^s  Arms  in  this  Province; 

"  That  the  enemy  has  been  foiled  in  his  tnabhin- 
ations  against  it,  that  three  of  his  armies  have  sulr^ 
rendered  or  been  completely  defeated,  and  that  two 
important  Fortresses  have  been  Wrfested  from  him^ 
are  to  us  sources  of  the  highest  satisfaction. 

"  We  feel  highly  gratified  to  learn  that  his  Exa 
cellency  the  commander  of  the  forces,  has  been 
pleased  to  order  clothing  for  a  considerable  portion 
of  militia* 

"  We  learn  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  th6 
most  vigorous  measures  have  been  adopted  under 
the  direction  of  the  commander'  of  the  forces,  and 
are  now  in  operation  to  Strenghten  the  Provincial 
Marine,  and  preserve  the  superiority  of  the  Lakes, 
so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  this  province." 

From  the  answer  of  thfe  Legislative  Council. 

**  Our  warmest  acknowledgements  are  due  to  hi^ 
Excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces^  for  having 
ordered  clothing  for  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  embodied  militia,  and  we  are  confident  that  this 
marHof  humanity  and  kindness  will  still  farth<f'i  e?.- 
cite  that  determinate  spirit  of  resistance  Which  thj^t 
body  of  men  have  liitherto  so  nobly  manifested* 


f?  It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  wp  learn  thai 
f;he  most  vigorous  measures  have  been  adopted  un- 
fjer  the  direction  of  the  commander  of  the  forces, 
and  are  now  in  operation  to  strengthen  the  proviu- 
cial  mariiiei  and  to  preserve  the  superiority  of  the 
Lakes.-' 

Addresses;  tq  his  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost, 
I^night  and  Ba^opet,  &c.  35p.  &c.  In  Upper  Can- 
ada, March,  1813. 

T0  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevosf,  Knight  and 

Baronet,  S^^c,  Si^'C.  ^c. 

HIAY  IT  PLEASE  YpUR  EXCELLENCY, 

•*  We  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  Commons  of  Upper  Cjinada  in  Provincial  Par* 
liament  assembled,  beg  leay^  tp  congratulate  your 
Excellency  on  your  arrival  in  this  Province,  and  to 
express  the  unfeigned  satisfaction  it  fiffords  us  in  as 
ii^ueh  as  it  is  an  additional  proof  of  thejufgh  inter- 
est your  Excellency  takes  in  th6  general  welfare  of 
this  colony. 

"  We  snaul4  be  wanting  to.  t^le  sovereign,  under 
whose  paternal  care  we  have  so  Ipng  lived,  to  our 
country  and  to  ourselves,  were  we  to  neglect  to  of-^ 
fer  to  your  Excelleiiey  at  this  time,  the  sentiments 
of  gratitude  with  which  we  feel  inspired  for  the 
marks  of  yoi^ir  attention  manifested  in  pi;pviding 
clothing  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  loyal  and 
{jrave  militia  of  this  Province,  as  well  as  for  the  ac- 
tive  and  vigorous  exertions  wbigh  have  be^n  made, 
and  are  now  making  for  strengthenii;^g  our  marine 
force  upon  the  Lakes,  which  will  enable  us  to  se- 
cure and  preserve  that  superiority  upon  that  favor- 
ite element  to  which  Great  Britain  is  indebted  for 
her  prosperity  and  her  glory  j^  and  on  which  ouir. 
safety  so  materially  depends. 

\y  Emerging  from  a  state  of  infancy,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  province  have  been  enabled  by  the  aid 
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afforded  them  by  your  Excellency  in  his  Maje«ty*a 
regular  forces  to  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enemy ; 
although  his  nuttaber  have  been  in  every  instance  so . 
superior. 

<*  To  suppose  your  Excellency  will  not  continue 
to  extend  every  assistance  to  us  in  this  emergencyt 
would  be  the  height  of  incredulity,  after  the  testi- 
mony \^e  have  already  witnessed  of  yeur  Vigiitince 
and  affectionate  solicitude  for  our  p^crvation.  ft 
would  be  superfluous,  therefore,  to  Suggest  how 
much  we  stand  in  need  of  the  fostering  hand  of  our 
mother  country-M;o  be  directed  by  the  l^isdom  of 
your  Excellency  in  order  that  We  iifi^y  maintain  the 
laws  and  constitution  so  dear  to  uSj,  and  -^hich  ft  is 
our  sincere  bope  we  ms^  transmit  impaired  t« 
our  posterity. 

«*  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  the  energjr  of  yoin^ 
Excellency  may  exercise  towards  the  attainment  df 
this  great  end,  will  be  zealously  seconded  by  the 
people  of  this  province,  and  that  their  efforts  undfir 
the  influence  of  ah  omnipoteiit  power,  tmd  the  de- 
votion of  your  Excellency*^  military  skill,  will  -be 
eventually  suceessftd. 

"  AIL  AN  M^E  AH  Speaker. 

**  Cmmdns  House  of  A^embh,  Mureh  2|.1813." 

The  town  of  York,  not  satisfied  with  the  testimo- 
ny of  respect,  gratitude  and  atteiltion  conveyed  by 
their  representative,  in  the  foregoing  address  to  Sir 
George  Prevost;  they  joined  a  duplicate  of  their 
sentiments,  which  follows  :— 

2'o  Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevost,  ^v. 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY. 

"  We  the  Magistrates  and  other  inhabitants  6{ 
the  town  of  York,  are  happy  in  having  an  opportu- 
nity of  |)aying  that  resper ;,  which  we  owe  to  your 
Excellency,  and  of  offering  Our  most  sincere  thanks 


^nd  acknowledgmelfits  far  the  attention  you  have 
beenjpkased  to  shew  to  this  province* 

**  The  pride  and  {>leasure  which  we  feel  from  the 
bifthftViour  of  our  gallant  militia,  i&  greatly  heighten- 
ed when  we  consider  that  their  conduct  is  honored 
with  your  iapprobation,  and  that  you  are  pleased  to 
testify  your  sense  of  their  services  in  ordering  cloth- 
ing for  a  considerable  proportion  of  their  number  ; 
an  act  of  benevolence  and  humanity  which  will 
make  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  on  their  minds  ; 
and  stimulate  them  to  preseiTe  that  high  character 
which  they  Imve  already  acquired, 

*•  But  we  should  indeed  be,  much  wj^nting  to 
your  Excellency  as  well  as  to  ourselves,  if  we  did 
jM>  OH  ihis  occasion,  with  gratitude  acknowledge 
the  ohligation  which  this  province  lays  under  to  the 
valour  and  discipline  of  his  Majesty's  regular  forces 
whose  courage  and  conduct,  on  the  most  trying 
emergencies,  have  done  honot  to  the  name  and  to 
the  character  of  a  British  scMier, 

♦*  We  are  particularly  gratified,  and  offer  our  most 
sincere  thanks  and  acknowlMgments  for  the  vigo- 
rous exertion  which  have  been  made,  and  are  still 
carrying  on  towards  the  strengthening  our  provin- 
cial marine,  by  order  of  your  Excellency,  fully  con- 
vinced that  to  maintain  a  superiority  upon  the  lakes 
is  an  object  of  the  first  importance  to  this  province. 

"  Thankful  for. that  success  which  has  hitiierto 
crowned  his  Majesty's  arms  under  your  command, 
we  earnestly  beg  for  its  continuance,  entertaining 
the  pleasing  hope,  that  by  our  own  conduct,  and  the 
exertions  of  our  bravo  defenders,  we  in  thi^colony 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  may  long  remain  under  the 
protection  of  our  parentf^tate,  a  free,  brave  and 
loyal  people."  "^ 

*' THOMAS  SCOTT.  Chairman:' 
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I  AiaXl  (once  for  all)  give  Sir  George's  AnsweB 
to  this  address — to  serve  as  a  specimen  of  his  £x. 
c^UeQcy's  manner  of  acknowledging  his  sentiments, 
and  of  the  high  sense,  which  he  ^nd  the  world  were 
tjiught  to  entertain  of  the  bravp  PfPpJe  of  Upper 
Canada,  by  their  nobfle  conduct  ii^  the  defence  of 
their  country,  under  so  m^ny  unavoidable  privations 
and  disadvantages,  during  the  late  une(ju^l  and  ar- 
4uous  contest  with  the  United  States.    ' 

«*  GENTLEMEN, 

"  I  am  sensible  of  your  sincere  thanks  and  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  attention  which  you  consid- 
er me  to  have  evinced  in  the  welfare  and  preserva- 
tion of  thi?  province.  Not  only  my  duty,  but  also, 
the  express  commands  of  His  Royal  highness  the. 
Prince  Regent,  govern  my  conduct  in  regulating 
and  improving  those  objects  which  excite  your  ap- 
probation, and  Iq  ^xpressir^  the  high  respect  I  en- 
tertain of  the  gallant  and  patriotic  behaviour  of  youij 
militia,  I  express  the  sentiments  of  your  sovereign 
and  of  your  fellow  subjects  throughout  his  Majesty's 
empire,  who  adir^ire  and  applaud  the  exertions  of  a 
free,  brave,  and  loyal  pec^ple,  manfully  contending 
to  preserve  for  themselves  and  their  children  the 
fostering  protection  pf  ^  virtuous,  wise,  and  power- 
ful state." 

"  Govemme7\i  York  House,  > 
Upper  Canada,  March  3,  1 813,  > 
I'd  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  Knight  anS 

BaroneU  ^c,  he.  <§c 
*'  M-^  IT  pl]e;ase  your  excellency, 

"  We  his  Majesty '«  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Magistrates,  officers  of  the  militia,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kingslon,  and  oth- 
er parts  of  the  Midland  District,  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  express  the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  youi? 


Si 

Excellency's  \^atcliful  care  for  th6  safety  of  thi 
province,  which  has  led  you  at  this  inclement  sea- 
son to  undertake  a  toilsome  journey  of  many  hun* 
dred  miles  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  and  inspect- 
ing its  extensive  frontiers.  Your  presence,  sir,  can- 
not but  diffuse  fresh  energy  in  all  classes  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  encourage  them  to  continue 
their  zealous  co-operation  in  the  common  cause  ; 
and  we  trust  that  under  the  judicious  arrangement 
which  has  been  made  by  youi-  Excellency's  orders; 
Divine  Providence -will  continue  to  crown  our  exi 
ertions  in  defence  of  the  province  against  his  Ma- 
jesty's enemies  with  the  same  success  by  which  they 
have  been  hitherto  happily  distinguished." 
Kingston,  March  7,  18 13. 
Though  last  not  least,  comes  the  address  of  the 
Eastern  District. 

To  His  Ea:cellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  Knight  and 
Baronet,  Captain  General,  ^c,  S^c,  8^c.  The  loyat 
address  of  the  inhabitants  qfthe  Eastern  District.^ 
"  We  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  in- 
habitants of  the  Eastern  District  of  Upper  Canada§ 
beg  leave  to  present  to  your  Excellency  our  un- 
feignedi  and  heartfelt  congratulations  on  your  safe 
return  from  your  long  and  fatigueing  journey  to  the 
Upper  parts  of  this  province,  which  your  ardent  zeal 
for  the  service  of  your  king  and  country,  and  pater* 
Hal  solicitude  for  the  security  of  this  portion  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions  only  could  induce  you  to  un* 
dertake. 

**  We  thank  heaven  foi*  having  preserved  you  Ex- 
cellency's person  from  all  the  dangers  to  which  you 
have  been  exposed^  not  only  from  the  enemy  in  the 
long  line  of  frontiers  through  which  you  had  to 
pass,  but  from  the  contageous  diseases,  which  rage 
thro'  many  parts  of  these  provinces,  and  other  dan* 
gers  incidental  to  a  journey  o£  upwards  of  a  ihou^ 
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«ind  miles  in  a  country  like  this,  itill  destitute  of 
ions,  and  proper  accptnmodationf  for  travellers)  and 
the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year* 

**  80  illuitrioui  an  example  of  despising  dangeir 
and  sacrificing  personal  ease  and  cofpfprti  exhill^it^ 
ed  by  the  representative  of  pur  beloved  sovereigni 
tK>th  cheers  and  animates  us  to  bear  with  resigna* 
tion»  our  individual  privationa  in  the  glorious  cause 
in  which  we  have  to  struggle.  We  now  exi>erience 
the  truth  in  ^hich  we  nave  $0  pflten  heaf d  with 
wonder  from  others,  that  your  £xceUency'8  pru* 
dence  carried  witli  an  iri^sistible  attraction  and  con» 
^dence  among  all  classes  of  people,  wherevei*  you 
go.  We  should  consider  it  criminal  to  complain  of 
the  hardships  to  which  the  present  state  ot  warfare 
hOB  sulyected  us,  in  common  with  all  our  fellow 
subjects  in  this  province ;  perfectly  convinced  as 
We  are  of  yoi»r  Excellency's  earnest  wie^  and  read'* 
inesfe  to  alleviate  our  si^erings  as  much  as  lies  in 
your  power* 

"The  ausptcious^vent  which  in  the  late  t)rflliant 
success  of  his  M£^esty*s  arms  at  Qgdensburg,  so 
closely  followed  the  arrival  of  your  Excellency  ii^ 
tipper  Canada,  flatters  us  with  the  ^ope  that  thifi 
will  be  but  one  of  the  happy  consequences  pf  your 
Visit.  We  cannot  express  to  your  Excellency  in 
terms  BufBdently  strong,  our  satisfaction  in  thu^ 
having  an  opportunity  of  teaching  the  enemy  that 
tlieir  repeat^  insults,  and  wanton  attacks  upon  our 
shores,  are  not  to  be  borne  with  impunity. 

"To  your  Jlxceliency^s  active  and  -fertile  mind 
we  look  up  with  much  €x>nfiden<^  for  the  vigorous 
and  energetic  measures,  to  prosecute  a  war,  intp 
which  the. insidious  policy  of  |t  fai^less  and  inv^te^ 
rate  enemy  has  involved  our  <x)untry  and  ourselves^ 
and  in  which  are  feared  ey^xy  thing  v^hli^hisaajr^ 
der  life  desirable  at  italic. 


.  **  We  are  determined  to  stand  or  fail  by  the  pa- 
rent country,  and  to  defend  the  crown  and  dip;'nity 
of  our  revered  sovereign,  our  tamilies  and  our  prop- 
erties, with  the  last  drop  of  our  blood.  We  know 
that  justice  is  on  our  side,  and  we  thist  that  tlie 
God  of  battles  will  continue  to  iiivour  our  cause  as 
he  has  hitherto  done  Indeed  we  do  iiot  aHow  our- 
selvca  to  entertain  the  smallest  doubt  ol  a  glorious 
termination  of  tlie  contest  imdcr  vour  Exccl]ciic}*s 
govcrnn;cnt  and  Heaven's  projection. 

*' Glni^ntri/,  March  8,  181.;." 

Sir  (J'j'»rge  iVevosl's  opI:iit)n  of  tli'^,  people  con- 
iided  to  his  care  is  principally  discovered  from  the 
perusal  of  his  public  despatches.  These  in  time  of 
V.  ar,  are  of  course  translated  into  all  languages,  are 
read  by  all  nations,  and  very  deservedly  lirae  gi\ eu 
the  Canadians  a  name :  In  every  instance  having 
bestowed  praise,-  where  praise  was  due  ;  our  militia 
at  this  moment,  if  report  be  true,  pass  for  the  best 
in  the  world.  The  large  contributions  forwarded 
from  various  parts  of  the  British  emph-e,  for  the  as- 
•iistance  and  comforts  of  rsufferers  in  Upper  Canada, 
are  the  efllcct  of  otliclal  representations,  and  not  of 
airy  nothings^  Sir  (jcorge's  high  sense  of  the  dis  • 
tmguished  loyalty  of  the  ])ecple  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict, v/hose  handsome  address  graces  these  pages, 
cannot  be  exhibited  any  w  ay  better  than  in  liis  own 
elegant  language.  His  answer  which  is  short  and 
to  the  purpose,  is  as  follows  : — 

GE.*  TLEMEN, 

"  I  am  very  grateful  for  your  corgratnlation, 
on  my  arrival  amont^  you — the  blaze  of  loyalty, 
which  prevails  throughout  the  Eastern  District  of 
Uj)per  ('anada,  and  the  examples  I  witnessed  of 
])erfect  resignation  to  the  hardships  and  privations 
inseparable  from  a  state  of  vrar,  with  an  ungener- 
ous and  unjust  neighbourj  cheered  my  route  thro' 
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it,  nnd  will  fuiniah  mc  with  a  pleasing  opportunit}^ 
of  ropoiiing  the  circumstance  tor  the  favourable 
consukiM^iou   of  His  Roval   IligJuiess  the  Prince 
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Montreal  Ilerahl,  March  ^0,  181^. 


'I'jie  anpoiiitment  of  Governor  (General  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  ISritish  IJorth  America  is  too 
nioniciitous  tj  be  confided  for  any  length  of  time 
but  to  a  man  of  an  estabHshed  character  for  superi- 
or abilities.  Since,  by  ins  great  distance  from  the 
5;?al  oi'  the  Imperial  government,  he  becomes  to  all 
intents  and  pinposes  invested  with  the  powers  of  a 
Viceroy.  At  the  head  of  extensive  and  scattered 
territories  naturally  divided,  certain  divisions  must 
necessarily  be  entrusted  to  the  administration  of 
able  and  experienced  officers,  who  like  the  com- 
mander in  cliief  of  regiments,  have  the  sole  manage- 
ment and  responsibihty  of  all  the  affairs,  oliicers, 
men,  &c.  committed  to  their  charge.  Hence,  in- 
ieriors  of  e\'ery  description  that  compose  this  gen- 
eral chain  of  government  are  taught  to  look  up  for 
whatever  concerns  tlum  as  a  part  of  the  whole,  to 
tlieir  immediate  superiors.  I'hus  from  grade  to 
grade  ;  from  the  private  in  the  ranks  to  the  Prince 
Regent  at  the  head  of  tlie  government,  and  he  to 
his  king  and  coinitry  :  so  that  each  in  the  gfneral 
scale  is  understood  to  depend  upon  the  other  in  re- 
gular rotation* 

The  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  Newfoundland, 
Prince  Edward,  Cape  Briton  and  the  Bermudas  ; 
o!"  the  Pr.)\iiice  of  No\a  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
and  their  several  dependencies  ;  have  recourse  in  all 
cas(^s  to  their  reH|)ective  Head-Quarters  without  a 
reference,  or  without  ever  thinking  so  unreasonably 
as  either  to  praise  or  dispraise  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral i;)r  the  result  ot' their  applications,  whatever  that 
nui}'  liappcn  to  be. 
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As  Upper  Canada  is  precisely  upon  a  similar  foot- 
ing with  the  governments  just  mentioned,  I  am 
surprised  that  any  of  its  grievances  are  charged 
directly  to  the  account  of  the  Governor  General  in 
preference  to  more  immediate  accoiinls. 

We  find  the  following  severe  charges  in  Veritas^ 
against  the  first  men  in  the  country,  for  diflering 
with  his  principles  and  understanding  before  they 
were  promulgated, 

**  The  cold  indifference  of  a  Frevost,  lost  the  com- 
mand of  those  internal  (perhaps  the  hhlorian  paeans 
the  injcrnalj  waters.  And  yet  the  addresses,  add- 
ed Veritas,  have  the  shameless  eiiionteiy  to  say, 
"  Tiie  smaUness  of  the  regular  army,  with  which 
your  Kxcellency  was  left  to  withstand  the  whole  ef- 
forts of  the  United  States  for  two  years,  and  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  naval  force  upon  the  lakes,  have  ex- 
posed his  Majesty's  arms  to  some  reverses.**  Huio 
came  they  to  dare^  continues  he,  to  veniurc  such  an  im- 
posture ?"  This  elegant  comment  of  our  historian, 
will  be  found  among  other  good  things  of  the  same 
nature  in  his  No.  3.  And  among  the  good  things 
in  his  No.  4,  we  have  the  following  paragra})h.  *'  It 
has  been  a  common  remark,  that  any  notice  taken 
of  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  by  Sir  Geoige,  was 
in  a  cold  forbidding  manncr-r-and,  that  he  seldom 
gave  them  the  aid  in  troops  that  his  means  icere 
eipial  to.  His  duty  however,  extended  alike  to  the 
protection  of  both  provinces.  But  we  hear  of  no 
addresses  to  him  from  Upper  Canaila."  And  tlien 
comes  upon  his  departure,  which  the  historian  should 
have  added,  was  so  sudden  and  unexpected,  that, 
the  good  people  of  Montreal  and  Quebec  only,  let 
alone  those  in  a  manner  at  a  thousand  miles  dis- 
tance, had  time  to  do  that  which  ninety-njne'out  itf 
a  hundred  would  feel  happy  to  have  done,  viz. 
Render  unto  Casar  that  zchich  'icas  Casar's.     ]]y  a 
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oi'.Dilar  cx}>rcssi«ln  of  their  gratitude  and  thanks,  to 
the  bciieiactor  of  the  Canadas,  in  addresses  such 
a:i  tlie  following,  ivhich  were  presented  to  the  same 
personage  upon  preceding  occasions  as  containing 
the  sentiments  of  the  whole  country,  and  to  which 
Veritas  himself,  must  have  subscribed  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  judge,  from  testimony  aheady  given  in 
this  number. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  address  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  to  his  Excellency  Sir 
George  IVevost,  December  181^ 

"  We  the  inhabitants  of  the  citv  and  neidibour- 
hood  of  Quebec,  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your 
Excellency  on  your  safe  arrival  to  the  bosom  of 
yo'.u"  mucli  respected  family. 

"  We  behold  with  admiration  the  resources  which 
the  wise  and  conciliary  measures  of  your  Excellen- 
cy have  in  an  eminent  degree  brought  into  o})era- 
tion — and  under  Divine  Providence,  our  utmost 
gratitude  is  due  to  your  Excellency  for  having  hith- 
erto, without  the  effusion  of  blood,  arrested  the 
tlu'catened  invasion  of  our  countrv.  Your  Excel- 
iency  has  duly  appreciated  the  character  of  his 
Majesty';,  subjects  in  this  provinces  and  we  I'eel  a 
pride  wliich  language  can  with  difficulty  express  in 
contemplating  the  unanimous  zeal,  lo}-atty  and  dP)ur- 
age,  displayed  by  the  whole  population  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  government. 

"  The  confidence  your  Excellency  has  placed  in 
the  people  committed  to  your  care,  has  only  awak- 
ened those  generous  sentiments  by  which  their  an- 
cestors were  distingiiished  j  and  in  this  ])art  of  the 
province,  but  one  feeling  prevailed  at  the  moment 
of  the  late  premeditatecl  attack,  thai  of  regret  for 
bein.fv  at  a  distance  from  |vour  Excellency  and  our 
brethren  in  arms.  Your  Excellency  moy  with  con 
lidence,  rely  on  the  unanimous  co-operuticii  '  f  the 
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entire  population,  when  you  may  see  fit  to  call  them 
forward,  &c.  &c.  &c  " 

Quebec  Mercury,  vol  8,  page  895. 
As  all  the  addresses  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  breathe  a  striking  similarity  in  nobleness 
of  sentiment,  aud  with  viein'^  with  each  other  for 
the  zeal,  lo}alty,  veneration  and  gratitude,  I  shall 
giv.e  a  list  of  the  whole,  but  insert  only  an  extract 
from  that  of  onr  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  reso- 
lutions ;  w^hich  distinctly  convey  the  people  of 
Lower  Canada's  real  sense  of  the  obligations  due 
to  Sir  George  Prevost,  for  his  eminent  services  to 
his  king  and  country,  during  his  admiiiistration  of 
the  general  governnitnt  of  British  North  America. 

LIST. 
Quebec  Address,         -         •  -  - 

Montreal  Address,  -  .  -         - 

The  inhabitants  of  Canada's  Address  to  His 

Roya!  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
The  Clergy  of  Canada's  Address  to  His  Roy- 
al Highness  the  Prince  Regent,     - 
Montreal  Address,         -        -         -         - 
Quebec  Address, 
Effingham  Address,       -         -        -         - 

The  addresses  (excepting  tlie  Clergy's)  arc  I  sup- 
pose, to  be  found  in  ail  the  provincial  papers  of 
their  rei^ective  periods. 

House  of  Assembly,  Monday  March,  20. 
**  The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  consider  whether  it  be  expedi- 
ent to  give  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  chief, 
some  marks  ot  its  gratitude  for  his  distinguished 
services  in  preserving  this  province  from  tlie  inva- 
sion projected  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  lor  the  care  with  whicii  he 
has   watched   over  the  welfare  of  tlic  province, 
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came  to  several  resolutions  which  were  ordered  to 
be  reported  to  the  House  to-morrow/* 

The  same  day  after  mentioning  their  free  senti- 
ments of  Sir  George  Prevost's  administration,  in  an 
address  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
they  in  an  address  to  himself  upon  business,  intro- 
duced the  following  handsome  paragraph  :— 

*'  We  take  this  opportunity  of  repeating  the  ex- 
pression of  our  sentiments  of  gratitude  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, for  having  by  your  prudence,  by  the  wis- 
dom  of  your  measures,  and  by  your  ability  })re^tr\  td 
to  the  Empire,  these  important  provinces,  and  for 
the  paternal  solicitude  with  which  your  Excellency 
has  watcJied  over  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, and  to  pray  your  Excellency  to  rest  assured 
that  those  benefits  will  ever  remain  deeply  engrav- 
en on  the  liearts  of  the  Canaaians." 

March  2L — According  to  ortler,  the  resolutions 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  give  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  chief,  some  mark  of  grati- 
tude, for  bin  distinguished  services  in  t!iis  province, 
were  reported  to  tiie  House.  Agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed.*' 

The  said  Resolutions  were  as  follows  : — 

Resolved,  that  this  House  entertain  the  highest 
veneration  and  i  cspect  for  the  character  of  His  Ex- 
ccliency  Sir  Ci'L'orge  Frcvost  Governor  i;i  cr.icf, 
Vv'liose  administration  under  circumstances  of  pecu- 
liar novelty  and  diftiealty  stands  higlily  distinguish- 
ed for  energy,  Avisdom  and  ability. 

*'  Resolved  that  this  House  representing  liie  peo- 
ple of  iliis  Province,  anxiously  desirous  of  express- 
ing their  gratitude  to  His  Exccileiicy,  ibr  having 
under  Providence,  rescued  us  from  the  danger  ot 
!5ul)]ugatiou  to  our  late  foe,  have  and  do  hereby 
give  and  graiil,  a  service  of  plate  not  exceeding  five 
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thousand  pourids  sterling,  to  His  Excellency,  as  a 
testimonial  of  the  high  sense  this  House  entertains 
of  His  Excellency's  distinguished  talents,  wisdom 
and  ability. 

"  Resolved,  that  for  the  better  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  object  this  House  has  in  view,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  service  of  Plate  for  His  Excellency,. 
the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  authorised  to  give  di- 
rections for  such  persons  in  England  as  may  be  best 
able  to  execute  the  same^  and  that  whea  so  com- 
pleted, the  said  service  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  chief  j  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  the  Commons  of  His  Majesty's  Province 
of  Lower  Canada. 

"  Resolved,  that  a  humble  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governorin  chief  to  commu- 
nicate the  above  resolutions,  humbly  praying  that 
His  Excellency  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  ad- 
vance a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  to  the  order  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House, 
for  the  object  stated  in  the  above  resolutions  ;  and 
that  this  House  dtoth  engage  and  humbly  pledge  it-. 
;lf  to  make  good  the  said  advance  the  next  ensu- 
ing session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  &c.  &c." 

In  the  speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, upon  presenting  the  Money  Bills  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  the  same  sentiments  to- 
wards him  are  repeated  in  a  most  impressive  manner. 

"  The  events  of  the  late  war,'*  says  the  Speaker, 
**  have  drawn  closer  the  bonds  which  connect  Great 
Britain  with  the  Caiuidas.  These  provinces  have 
been  preserved  to  her  mider  circumstances  of  pecu- 
har  ditiiculties.  At  the  epoch  of  the  declaration  of 
war,  this  country  was  destitute  both  of  troops  and 
of  money ;  and  your  Excellency  was  at  the  head  of. 
a  people,  in  whom  it  was  pretended,  that  half  a 


century  o^  repose  bad  cxtingulslied  all  militaiy 
spirit.. 

**  ^Superior  to  prcjiulices  whicli  liad  but  too  cjeii- 
orally  prevailed,  your  Excellency  l«as  ilerivcd  fVoni 
the  devotion  of  that  brave  aud  ioyal,  yet  unjustly 
caluiTsniated  people,  resources  sufilcient  for  discon- 
certing the  plans  of  conquest  devised  by  a  foe,  at 
once  numerous  and  elate  with  confidence.  Rein- 
forcements, were  subsequently  received,  <\m\  the 
blood  of  tlie  Sons  of  Canada  lian  flowed,  mingled  with 
that  of  the  brave  soldiers,  sent  to  its  defence,"  &g. 

A  gentleman  who  resides  at  some  distance  from 
hero,  has  communicated  a  letter  to  me  written  by 
a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  dated  in  March, 
which  furnishes  the  following  elucidation  of  the 
forcgoin.g  extracts. 

'*  Last  evening  the  House  of  Assembly  voted 
liim  (the  Goveinor)  a  service  of  plate,  or  rather 
five  tiiousanci  pountls  to  purchase  one — a  very  hand- 
some compliment,  and  worth  twenty  addresses,  as 
conveying  the  sense  of  the  country.  There  were 
only  three  tlissenting  voices,  and  these  were  not 
opposed  to  it  on  principle."  *^ 

Veritas  alter  giving  a  relation  of  the  tumult  at 
La  Chine,  and  at  other  places,  goes  on,  "  Whilst 
tills  was  in  progress,  Sir  George  was  on  his  way  from 
Quebec,  auwl  before  he  arrived  or  could  possibly  be 
consulted,  decision  became  necessary.  According-. 
}y  a  comn^iittee  of  the  Executive  Council  resident 
here,  lost  not  a  moment  in  sending  out  a  mission  to 
reason  v.lth  the  tmnultuous,,  and  warn  them  of 
their  fate,"  &c. 

This  is  the  first  tin^e  we  have  heard  of  a  commit^ 
ice  oj  S([/elj^',  composed  of  Counsellors,  but  we  are 
to  imderstand  the  real  meaning  of  committee  ot'cotm- 
seliovji  residcjit  here. — This  committee  must  have 
been  appoited  hy  Sir  George.     At  any  rate,  1  do 
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not  conceive  that  this  coitithittee  deserve  any  par- 
ticular credit  for  the  part  which  they  ^cted  in  the 
affair.    Appointed  pir  not  appointed  tfey  could  have 
acted  no  other  patt  than  the  part  of  a  simple  magis- 
trate or  justice  of  the  dfeace.     Attd  every  justice  of 
the  peace,  indeed,  every  militia  captain,  through- 
oiit  the  iprovinfce;  is  investied  with  eq^ual  power  for 
acting  in  such  emergencies  as  the  ohe  in  que&tion* 
"  But  who  will  pretend  to  decide  what  the  effect  of 
i.  coritraSty  example  on  thiat  critical  occasion  might 
have  been ;  or  even  had  the  totvn  tnilitia  remained 
itldifi^rent  i  dr  had  the  tbnirtiittee  of  counsellors, 
been  less  pronipt  iil  their  measures^  or  had  they 
waited  to  consult  the  Governbr-i— I  shudder  to  think 
6f  it  ^  btit  thank  God,  instead  of  this.  Sir  George 
(who  had  n6  hattd  whateveri  in  bringing  about  thig 
hr^ipy  change)  had  only  to  cJomie  knd  thank  the  mi- 
hua  bit  their  return.'*      This  is  truly,  very  fine, 
something  like  the  iriolihtdiri  in  labour;     What  is 
the  reason  th^t  the  itiilitia  ill  the  vicinity  of  Mon- 
treal and  Quebec,  fduttd  thfemselves  engaged  in  such 
a  dreadful  stonti  \  a  storm  that  could  make  the 
bold  Veritas  shudder,  eveii  in  thought,  while  the 
rest  of  thie  triilitisl  Of  Canada,  enjoyed  a  perfect  calm, 
in  thoughts,  i^ord^  skid  deeds."    Let  me  inform 
this  writer  of  history;  that  a  nod  of  Sir  George's 
head;  br  a  ^ave  Of  Sir  George's  little  finger,  would 
have  had  ittore  eflfect  at  La  Chine;  than  the  pres- 
ence bf  thfe  thrfee  cbUilsellots,  ftnd  all  thek  machine- 
ry put  tbgetheri  , 

Aftef  pel-Usih^  ^hat  tlie'  HerJlld  bf  the  day,  says 
tipoil  this  ttcimenduous  subject;  we  find  two  differ- 
ent relations  delivered  to  the  public  through  the 
same  channel,  we  find  that  the  Herald;  of  the  4th 
of  Jiily  1812,  does  not  correspond  either  in  form 
or  substatice,  with  the  Herald  of  the  15th  April, 
>  815.     In  the  first,  we  have  only  the  officer  of  po- 
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lice,  Mr.  h\  'Cord ;  no  mention  is  made  of  the  Di» 
rectory  of  Counsellors  ;  whence  We  learn,  now  em- 
anated all  the  wisdom  which  saved  the  country. 

Sir  CTeorge  had  no  hand  in  quelling  the  rebellion 
at  Lachinc — He  was  not  arrived — and  three  of  His 
Majesty's  Counsellors,  directed  by  the  impulse  of 
t  he  moment,  did  not  wait  to  consult  his  Excellency, 
but  went  to  work  without  his  presence,  and  there- 
by saved  the  Province.  That  is  to  say,  if  a  parcel 
of  discontented  fellows  w^ould  take  it  into  their 
heads  to  walk  deliberately  up  with  firebrands  in 
their  hands  to  set  fire  to  our  Counsellors  houses  ; 
our  Counsellors  instead  of  arresting  the  mischief  in 
the  bud,  would  wait  the  arrival  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate or  assemble  in  Council  to  ponder  what  was 
best  to  be  done-— whether  it  would  be  wiser  to  stop 
the  incendiaries  at  their  outset,  or  allow  them  to  go 
on  until  the  arrival  of  the  chief  magistrate ;  then 
exclaim  that  the  chief  magistrate  was  to  blame ;  be- 
cause he  had  not  taken  the  necessary  precautions 
to  learn  what  was — to  come  to  pass — ^according  to 
tiieir  assertions,  he  ought  to  have  provided  himself 
with  the  Lydtan  Ring  to  render  his  spies  invisible, 
or  at  least  to  have  encouraged  second  sighted  men 
to  help  him  into  the  secrets  of  futurity. — I  have 
lately  read  somewhere,  that  a  French  Philosopher 
had  discovered  the  valuable  secret  of  constructing 
an  instrument  which  will  indicate  the  exact  state  of 
the  weather  a  fortnight  before  hand.  That  is,  this 
happy  invention  will  foretell,  better  than  any  alma- 
nac, whether  the  weather  will  be  fair  or  foul,  clear 
or  cloudy,  at  any  given  time  within  fourteen  days. 
A  discovery  of  this  kind  possessing  the  virtue  of 
prying  into  foreigner's  minds  with  equal  facility. 
Mould  be  found  useful  to  commanders  of  armies, 
provided  they  could  obtain  a  patent  for  confining 
the  secret,  to  their  own  purposes.     Tekgi^aphs  are 
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useful,  they  convey  information  witk  great  celerity, 
but  we  could  not  erect  telegraphs  in  the  enemy's 
country  without  granting  him  an  equal  privilege  in 
ours.  Perhaps  Veritas,  who  seems  to  be  u  ioiig 
headed  politician,  could  fall  upon  a  way  to  suspend 
a  Telegraph,  like  Mahomet's  coffin,  at  a  safe  tlis- 
tance  in  the  air.  Speaking  of  air,  brings  Balloons 
to-  my  recollection  ;  but  Balloons  are  cumbersome 
expensive  thing;  one  might  as  well  travel  with  a 
Frigate  in  his  baggage  from  London  to  Lake  Erie, 
as  with  ail  Air  Balloon ;  an  Air  Balloon  would, 
therefore,  be  inconvenient.  Paper  Kites,  are  of 
the  same  nature  with  Air  Balloons ;  they  are  light 
of  carriage,  and  are  soon  framed  for  use.  I  could 
wish  to  see  VeritaSy  take  a  jaunt  to  the  upper  regior^s 
in  a  paper  Kite,  with  HerscheVs  forty-foot  reflecting 
Telescope  slung  under  his  arm  to  help  his  vision,  for 
the  good  of  his  country. 

"Sir  George  did  not  employ  ships  before  war, 
'^nd  the  wajit  of  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  milita- 
ry designs  and  ipovements  has  been  so  notorious 
throughout  the  war,  that  I  shall  pointedly  touch 
upon  them  hereafter." 

•  General  Craig  had  spies,  I  find  on  entry  in  the 
public  accounts  of  1808,  which  states,  that  one 
John  I^ichardson,  was  paid  145/.  9*.  of  disburse- 
ments fox  secret  services^  Mr.  John  Henry,  had 
been' employed  in  that  light ;  and  we  all  know  Mr. 
John  Henry,  with  the  result  of  his  secred  services. 
Sir  George  it  seems,  had  no  spies,  since  Veritas 
was  not  in  the  secret.  Yet  it  is  notorious  that  the 
enemy  has  been  foiled  in  all  his  attempts  to  enter 
the  province.  Nor  do  we  know  an  instance  oi  sur- 
prise ;  abating  the  unfortunate  affair  of  St.  Regis. 
And  that  affair  was  in  the  hands  of  bold  vigilant 
men ;  men  innured  to  dangers,  watchfulness  and 
precaution  ;  for  they  were  voyagers,     'ilie  enen)y 


I. 


( 


1 1 


^ 


li( 


il,l,' 


'dho,  complains  of  the  want  of  inforn^ation.  Getv 
Dearborn,  upon  hearing  of  Sir  George's  journey  to 
Upper  Canada,  in  February  1813,  traveUed  from 
Greenbush,  to  Ssu;kets  Harbor  in  the  $hort  space  of 
62  hours,  and  griiciously  complained  tliat  h^  pQuld 
not  ascertain  bur  force  pr  intentions  upon  my  one 
0ecasion.  Ejcamner^  vol  1st,  page  19p. 

General  Wilkinson,  iq  a  letter  to  th^  Secretary 
ft  war,  of  the  1st  Nov.  1813,  says,  */  The  sole  un- 
pleasant circumstance  before  mCj  is  our  total  igno- 
rance of  the  preparations  of  Sir.  George  Prevost, 
and  what  we  may  expect  to  mee;t  in  tb^  ^s^s^ii^  of 
Montreal.  I  fear  no  consequences,  but  it  must  b^ 
painful  to  lead  more  than  six  thousand  mep  to  bat- 
tle hoodwinked ;  and  yet  all  my  e^orts  to  progure 
intelligence  fron^  Montreal,  have  proved  fruitless/* 

Ej:amine7\  voL  Xst,  page  287- 

I  could  produce  many  other  pleasing  instances 
of  the  saii^e  deficiency.  Yet  we,  mighty  wise  folk^ 
froni  Great  Britain,  sincerely  believed,  in  our  pat- 
riotic fits  that  all  the  natives  of  the  .United  States 
whom  inclination  or  necessity  induced  to  remain 
amongst  us  and  wljo  b^ciime  Denizens,  were  so  ma- 
ny spies  over  the  conduct  of  the  war,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  enemy. '  "  Happily,  individual  diligence 
and  zeal,  rnade  lip  ^^r  this  gross  and  ynpardonal^le 
neglect,"  &:c.  That  is,  for  the  neglect  of  not  em- 
ploying spies. 

This  greiat  blow  is  aimed  at  Sir  George,  who 
perhaps  should  have  had  his  emissaries  in  Con-i 
gress.  By  individual  diligence  and  zeal,  is  meant 
the  North  West  Company.  A  gentleman  concerii- 
ed  with  that  company  in  the  Indian  trade,  happen- 
ing to  be  at  Washington  when  the  \var  w^s  declar- 
ed, dispatched  au  express  through  a  chain  of  cor- 
respondents to  two  points  in  the  Canadas  j  ^nd  the 
agents  of  the  North  West  Company,  forwarded  the 
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rirst  information  of  it  to  the  government  at  Quebec  > 
where  it  arrived  in  the  short  space  of  six  days  from 
Washington.    • 

The  North  West  Company,  to  do  them  justice, 
deserve  great  credit  for  the  actiye  part  which,  upo^ 
all  oiccasions,  they  had  taken  in  this  contest.  Tney 
raised  a  corps  of  voyagers,  and  supplied  it  with  ofjf- 
cers  from  their  own  partners,  who  received  no  pay. 
Three  out  of  the  four  captains  who  led  on  the  Mon«« 
treal  Volunteers,  were  of  that  Company.  In  the 
upper  Gountries  the  North  West  Company,  forget- 
ting private  interest  and  convenience,  furnished 
ships,  men,  arms,  provisions,  &c.  to  the  extent  of 
their  power,  as  often  as  tjie  public  welfare  required 
sach  assistance.  In  Lower  Canada  they  prepared 
voyagers,  supplied  all  deficiencies  in  necessaries,  as 
well  as  officers  to  c  induct  expeditions  to  their  des- 
tinations ;  and  in  every  quarter  the  members  of 
this  concern  were  greatly  instrumental  in  forward- 
ing the  views  of  government  by  facilitating  the  co- 
operation of  the  Indian  nations.  We  find  no  less 
than  twelve  field  officers  among  the  partners  of  that 
company,  who  reside  in  this  province.  All  true 
friei^ds  to  the  countiy,  and  to  Sir  George  Prevost, 
One  of  the  oldest  partners,  a  gentleman,  who  since 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  had  gone  round 
the  world,  ^nd  who  lately  had  retired  from  business, 
not  only  signed  the  last  address  to  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost, but  also  performed  a  journey  of  360  miles  to 
present  it.  Mr,  William  Mackay,  who  is  also  of 
that  party,  and  noV  Lt.  Colonel,  performed  a  voy- 
age of  3,000  miles  in  thirty  days,  with  dispatches, 
in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  war.  It  was 
he  who  so  handsomely  foiled  the  celebrated  gener- 
al Pike's  entrance  into  the  province  at  Riviere  la 
Colic ;  and  who  last  year,  by  dint  of  good  conduct, 
cQurage,  and  perseverance,  captured  the  possessions 
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of  the  enemy  upon  the  Mississippi;  w^hich  now 
bear  his  name. 

But  the  business  of  this  Company^  is  probably  the 
trade  which  is  disguised  in  the  following  paragraph. 

**  A  certain  trade  has  been  a  rutMess  scourge  to 
the  agriipultnre  of  Lower  Canada,  which  the  monop- 
olizers could  not  restore,  even  by  six  times  the  sac- 
rifice of  their  total  fortunes.  Let  them  pocket  this 
truth  f  they  dare  not  make  a  reply." 

Monfreai  Herald^  EdU  head,  June  19»  1813. 

Tketf  dare  not  make  a  reply,  or  rather  they  will 
not  take  the  trouble  to  make  a  reply.  The  asser- 
tion is  without  grounds,  and  therefore,  below  their 
notice. 

We  fin4  that  in  Great  Britain,  the  whole  popula- 
tion consists  nearly  of  the  following  proportions. 
Supported  by  the  labour  of  others,     -      3,159,923 
Unproductive  labourers,        *        -         .1,704,500 
Productive  labourers,        -        -        -      5,955,94-7 


Total, 

In  this  total  appears  of  persons  employ-' 
ed  in  agriculture,  including  farmers, 
graziers,  millers,  mealmen^  farriers, 
horse  doctors,  Jcc.  only 


10,820,270 


2,000,000 


Remain,  8,820,270 

Calculating  upon  the  same  principle,  and  com- 
paring small  things  to  great,  we  shall  find  that  a 
fifth  of  our  Canadian  population,  do  not  attend  to 
agriculture.  Pray  what  are  the  employments  of  the 
remaining  four  fifths  ?  J^ow  many  of  them  are  voy- 
agers, and,  how  voyagers  being  in  the  service,  of 
commerce  are  of  disservice  to  their  country  ?  A 
great  author  in  England,  describes  the  nature  of 
commerce,  as  follows. 
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<*  One  hundred  pouhds  laid  out  in  wool,  and  that 
wool  manufactured  into  goods,  for  the  Turkey  mark- 
et,  and  raw  silk  brought  home  in  return,  lind  man- 
ufactured hete»  will  mcrease  that  one  hundred,  to 
five  thousand  pounds ;  which  quantity  of  silk  man- 
ufacture  being  sent  to  New  Spain,  would  return 
ten  thousand  pounds ;  which  vast  improvement  of 
the  first  hve  hundred  pounds,  becomes  in  a  few  years 
dispersed  amongst  all  orders  and  degrees  from  the 
prince  to  ihe  peasants  Thus  again  a  parcel  of  Iron* 
stone,  which  when  taken  from  its  natural  bed,  was 
not  worth  five  shillings,  when  made  into  iron  and 
steel,  and  thence  into  various  manufactures  for  for- 
eign markets,  may  probably  bring  home  to  the  value 
of  ten  thousand  pounds ;  for  steel  may  be  made 
near  three  hundred  times  dearer  than  standard  gold, 
weight  for  weight.  Twenty  acres  of  fine  flax  when 
manufactured  into  the  dearest  and  most  proper  goods 
for  foreign  markets,  may  in  return  bring  what  may 
be  worth  ten  thousand  pounds  ;  for  an  ounce  of  the 
finest  Flanders  thread  has  been  sold  in  London  for 
four  pounds,  and  such  an  ounce  made  in  Flanders 
into  the  finest  lace,  may  be  here  sold  for  forty 
pounds ;  which  is  above  ten  times  the  price  of  stand- 
ard gold,  weight  for  weight."  Thence  the  poet 
says,  "  The  furs  tliat  warms  a  monarchy  *warm*d  a 
bear,** 

As  to  the  voyagers  themselves— from  the  nature 
of  their  educatiorit  it  was  acknowledged  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  that  great  services  were  expect- 
ed from  their  experience,  as  defenders  of  the  coun- 
try. "  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  says 
the  Editor  of  the  Herald,  has  been  pleased  to  per- 
mit the  gentlemen  of  the  North  West  Company  to 
raise  a  battalion  of  volunteers  from  the  voyagers  An 
their  employ.  We  are  not  certain  of  the  exact 
number  this  corps  is  to  consist  of,  but  we  are  in- 


d 


fiU- 


f'-i.!-' 


'\ 


i'.. 


I  o'  i 


I!' 


r 

li.;-'.  ! 
I      i 

k1 


formed  jthat  atlaajfc,  1000  are  asscjnbled  from, .... 
surrounding  country  to  enlist.  I'hos^  hardy  men 
will  soon  combine  the  requisites  of  regular  disciblihd 
and  partisah  warfare,. along  with  ^dciistoiried  voca- 
tion of  inland  sailors.*'    See  Herald,  Ott  3,181^. 

The  law  of  no  substitutes  was  meant  foi  the  £n« 
gUsh;  but  ^<ihS  Ibyalty  of  thkt  class,  the  English, 
defeated  the  plan.    The  draft  tdok  place  atid  the 
]$n^lish  fumisned  theit-  quota  i^roinptly."      Yes,; 
they  furnished  their  qiiotas— btit  they  cuiiiiingly 
evaded  the  law  of  substitiites.    Each  Company  of 
English  sendentary  militia,  made  Up  si  purse  betweeli 
them ;  wiih  which  thfejr  pr6Ctii'ea  thfe  number  of 
drafts  required,  of  yduijg  Canadians  frofn  the  coiin* 
try ;  who  after  pocketing  the  cash  were  directed  ta 
take  their  stknd  in  the  raiiks,  ^nd  t6  volunteer  ttieif 
services.     Bxxi  this  evasion  beiftg  coiitfaty  to  law 
could  not  screen  the  meh  remaining  it  the  coihpa-' 
nies  from  ensuing  drkfti^^    rndividual^;*  therefore, 
being  in  perpetual  awe  oi*  falfin^  into  danger,  fbtind 
it  necessary  either  to  look  oi^t  fof*  ccrfnmisisiofis  iii 
country  battalions  of  militia,  or  walk  into  the  limits; 
of  the  Montreal  volunteers  for  security ;  so  that 
niese  volunteers  offered  their  services,  and  becam^ 
incorporated,  hoi  sd  much  for  the  lovd  of  country; 
for  the  love  of  loyalty,  fo'r  the  love  of  glory,  dtyet 
for  the  love  of  good  example,  as  fbr*  the  lave  pf*^  a- 
voiding  the  conscription  law.  By  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  they  howQ.ver,  found  themselVesf  eg^egious- 
ly  mistaken ;  unfit  for  theif  new  coats,  they  found 
themselves  as  it  iiirete  encuriibered  with  thein,  as 
with  chains.     Sir  Q^orgd  was  scarce  of  ^oldierd ;  a 
duty  was  to  be  perforined  y  irid  he  kept  the  noses 
of  these  fine  young  volunteers,  without  minding 
their  quality,  for  more  than  a  f#dve  month  to  the 
grindstone.    So  that  instead  of  five,  ats  hi  other  parts- 
of  the  country,  ninety^nine  out  of  a  hifndted  of  the 
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Montreal  loyal  British  militia,  became  exactly  "what 
they  meant  to  avoid,  they  became  conscripts,  or 
father,  j^s  the  layif  terms  it,  real  incorporated  militia, 
f*  Whoso  diggeih  a.  pit  sJiall  fall  therein  ;  and  he 
thatrolleth  a  stone^  it  will  return  upon  him." 

Tlie  i^reavy  long  service  (tjontraiy  to  expectations 
which  our  hnei  volunteers  were  leit  to  perform  is 
the  real  cause  ,pf  that  general  discontent  which  has 
ever  sincf2|  distinguished  the  members  of  that  con- 
cern, I  mean. of  that  corps  ;  a  corps  which  delights 
in  talking  well  of  themselves  and  disrespectfully  of 
others — -their  s,uperiprs.    ^ 

,  This  same  Montreal  British  militia,  by  \^ay  of 
good  example,  ^o  doubt,  murmured,  and  their  Lieut. 
Colonel,  if  report  be  true,  threatened  to  throw  up 
his  commission^  when  ordered  upon  duty  out  of 
town;  and  the  battalion^  (or  corps,  or  whatever 
name  they  were  pleased  to  wear),  insisting  iipon  re- 
maining in  charge  of  the  garrison.  Sir  George  ob- 
served,* that  there  were  old  women  enough  in  town 
to  answer  that  purpose.  Np  wonder,  after  impos- 
ing such  hard  diity,  and  shrewd  remarks  upon  the 
tender  frames,  and  delicate  feelings  of  gentlemen 
brought  up  to  different  understanding  of  self  con- 
sequence in  the  scale  of  pubHc  concerns  ;  I  say,  no 
wonder;  if  Sir  George  was  no  great  favourite  with 
thenii    ,, 

Th^  discontent  wbicli  appeared,  against  the  law 
of  substitutes,  was  chiefly  raised  by  his  Majesty's 
loyal  feritish  born  subjects  in  this  colony.  These 
enlightened  men,  sp^ired  no  pains  to  inform  the  Ca- 
nadian people  that  it  was  a  d — d  rascally  law ;  that 
the  law  was  iiriconstitiitional ;  and  iliat  no  such  law 
ever  existed  in  any  part  of  the  world,  either  an- 
cient or  modern,  not  even  in  the  Empire  of  the  tyrant 

*  See  a  late  Spcctateur. 
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Bonaparte.  This  furnished  the  ground  trbffe  of  the 
disturbance  in  the  environs  of  Montreal.  But  that 
disturbance  was  partly  owing  to  the  awkwardness  of 
the  officer  who  happened  to  have  the  charge  df  the 
militia  at  the  ttme;  This  gentlemen  either  did  not 
understand  His  duty,  or  wanted  spirit,  or  cohduet, 
or  all  three,  to  exercise  it.  That  disturbance  begaii 
at  Point  Clair,  about  a  deserter  froin  the  incorpo- 
fated^nrtilitia.  I'he  party  who  went  to  arrest  him 
having  been  repulsed,  prompt  and  vigorous  mea* 
sures  were  not  adopted ;  the  cause  became,  in  st 
manner,,  common  between  town  and  country*  Hab^ 
itaris  espoused  the  cause  bf  habitants— Towns  peo- 
ple, the  cause  6f  towns  people— The  military  inter- 
fered and  there  wa«  an  end. 

A  writer  who  stile*  himself  A.  S;  has  sent  me  a 
long  ode,  compelled,  as  he  says,  by  a  volunteer  af- 
ter the  return  of  that  corps  from  the  foregoing  ex- 
pedition. One  of  the  stahzai^  which  mehtkms  no 
names',  runs  thus : 

Theaflki^ 
.    Of  Point  Cl«r^ 
Will  a^e  tte  kept  in  mind, 
The  rebels  fled  before  us, 
As  chirif  before  the  wind. 

Both  hungry 
.         And  angry, 

So  well  we  play'd  our  parts, 
that  scarcely  we  could  walk  hom&, 
So  tome  caime  home  in  cartas 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  something  of  the 
same  nature,  with  that  of  La  Chine,  would  have  oc- 
curred ill  ittany,  or  indeed  in  all  parts  of  the  pro* 
vince---if  no  better  resistance  was  made.  There 
are  obstinate  men  in  all  the  divisions  who  Would 
have  carried  opposition  to  the  greatest  lengths  had 
their  officers  testified  an  inclination  to  yi5d  their 
authority  at  the  first  blush  and  waited  for  legal 
means  to  carry  orders  into  execution.    But  littk 
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^ifBculties  no  where  l&utin  great  phces$  could  be 
magnified  into  a  revolt---nor  should  such  partial 
evil  stamp  a  whole  |>e(H)le  as  bad  subjects ;  the  like 
at  times  hs^ppens  in  the  best  regulated  countries. 
We  have  «een  in  the  papers  tl^e  other  day,  a  mob 
of  ^0,000,  even  in  London. 

Our  ^fontreal  British  militia  are  certainly  great 
patriots,  and  brave  men.  They  talk  of  battles,  but 
their  great  advocate  V^ikis  w&i.  find  it,  I  presume, 
a  dijSicult  task  to  prove  that  many,  if  any,  of  that 
renowned  corps,  ever  lefl  dieir  fire  sides  voluntari- 
ly to  fight.  Abating  tl^e  call  to  the  domestic  quar- 
rel of  JLia  Qiine,  where  they  we^e  employed  as  con- 
stables to  run  ailer  some  unniUr  habitans,  whom  a 
detachment  of  the  49th  regiment  h^d  previously  put 
to  fiight  and  pursued  in  coi^pany. 

In  the  course  of  the  late  war,  an  excellent  wri- 
ter  of  the  United  States,  circulated  the  following 
comment  u;  degree  of  patriotic  zeal,  not  dis- 
similar with   'It  befp^^e  us. 

V  These  burning,  bursting,  fiamil^  patriots,"  says 
he,  «  who  scold  so  incessantly  because  others  flo  not 
fight,  why  ^  they  noit  turn  out  ?  now  lojO^c  at  them, 
unwilling  to  voluAteer  the  least  exertion,,  you  mil 
meet  wi^  them  in  public  housj^s,  at  the  comers  of 
streets,  supporting  the  war  with  their  noisy  tpngues ; 
but  you  wi^  not  find  m  arm  raised  by  them  in  bat- 
tle !  The  fact  is.  these  fellows  car^  nothing  about  the 
matter.  Qf  pi  t^hose  who  t^  so  much^  not  one 
can  be  foun4.  tp,  fight  unless  h^^k  oH^red  a  cpmmis- 
sion  with  good  pay ;  and  then  he  would  rather  pa- 
rade the  streets  and  talk.  l^Tords,  words,  words, 
these  bloody  warriors  deal  in ;  but  blows,  blows, 
blows,  they  a,void4  with  the  most  scrupulous  prC' 
caution.  Master  and  man  from  head  to  tail,  are 
of  the  same  kidney.** 
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I  know  the  volunteers  were  often  employed,  anc^ 
not  >dlh6ut  some  inconvenience,  in  the  same  light 
as  at  La  Chine,  conducting  prisoners  of  war  froni 
prison  to  prison ;  but  their  principal  duty  consisted 
in  taking  care  6f  the  town  of  Montreal,  which,  in^ 
other  words,  amounts  to  no  more  thdn  taking  care 
of  theit  Own  ScfFalr^ ;  for  which  they  accepted,  in 
common  with  his  Majesty's  regulars;  of  his  Majes-^ 
ty*s  pay  arid  Tations.  It  is  true  they  once  crossed 
o vet  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  caroused 
a  week  or  so  at  La  Pf-airie,  in  consequence  of'  an 
•  alatm  from  the  Lines.  •'  And  it  is  also  trite,  that 
they 'went  as  far  as  La  Chine,*  to  meet  general  Wilj 
kinson^s  invasion. '  Of  this  expedition  Which  lasted 
full'  fourteen  days,  I  shall  endeavor  to  convey  an 
idea  in  my  account  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  volunteers.  'In  the  meantime,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  remark  that  the  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the 
Mbhtrcial  British  militia — st  gentlenftan  of  thirty- 
six  years  standing  in  the  fcOuntry,  possessing  great 
pi'bp'erty;  great  ifespectability,  great  influence,  &c- 
retired  the  second  year  of  the  war  with  his  fkmily 
into  Great  Britain,  and  others  as  respec!table  of  the 
satne  corps  followed  the  Lieut.  Colonel's  example. 
These  are  thie'  people  wh6se  loyalty  and  good  ex- 
sunple  the  world  is  made  to  understand  saved  the 
Ganadas.  Their  numbei*  however,  at  any  time  did 
not  exceed  500 ;  which  number  was  made  up  of 
merchants,  shopkeepers,  clerks;  tradesmen,  &g.  of 
all  nations^  and  descriptions. .  .    ;•   .      m 

Here  also,  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  some  aid  to, 
explain  my  meaning. 

♦*  This  nestling  corner  of  the  earth 
Where  every  plant  ?of  foreigh  birth',; 
Blossoms  in  rich  luxuriance  rate 
But  seldom  root^  it's  fibres  there. 
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•  Here  comes  in  search  of  glittering  pcl^ 
l^ull  many  an  avaricious  elf, 
Condemned  through  toiling  world  to  roaqi 
Without  a  country  or  a  home.  .  ^   ' 

In  search  of  this  accursed  meed» 
Be's  now  a  Po\e,  a  Dane,  a  Swede, 

,  A  Portuguese,  a  Renegade,  .  >      .       , 

A  traitor;— any  thing  for  Irade." 

And  therefore,  a  sad  mixtnre  I  should  think  %o 
come  in  comparison  with  our  bold,  honest,  land- 
holders, and  c  jiltry  farmers,  to  whom  the  editor 
of  Veritas,  in  his  happier  days  pays  the  following 
compliment.  See  his  Journal  of'  the  27th  Nov^nu 
&?)^,  1813. 

'  «*.  The  militia,"  says  he,  "  after  evincing  the  most 
unequivocal  marks  of  loyalty,  having  gone  to  their 
horned  to  the  number  of  twenty  thousand.  No  peo- 
ple on  earth  ever  stept  forward  with  more  determin- 
ation to  defbnd  their  abodes  from  the  enemy  than 
hi^  Majesty's  faithful  Canadians.  The  extent  of 
their  alacrity  could  only  be  appreciated  by  those 
who  were  eye  witnesses.  A  most  convincing  proof 
that  our  country  is  impi^egnable.'* 

Veritas  goes  to  very  great  lengths  indeed,  to  fa- 
vour-tile  people  of  Montreal.  But  ^vhy  introduce 
incorrect  statements  for  real  facts.  It  is  true  that 
Col.  M*Gill,  commanded  at  Montreal,  in  some  sense 
during  the  arrival  of  tlie  kv&e  en  masse,  but  he  had 
no  kind  of  controul  over  the  country  divisions. 
He  only  received  the  reports  of  the  number  of  men 
from  their  respective  commanders,  for  the  purpbse 
of  regulating  the  daily  rations.  He  certainly  was 
attentive  to  his  business.  'Did  ample  justice  to  the 
situation,  and  I  have  the  highest  respect  for  his 
memory.  But  beg  leave  to  contradict  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  Veritas. 
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M  The  c<^u|itry  l^attalioas  of  miJiUm  m  they  arriv- 
ed in  town,  were  classed  by  Col.  MKM»  to  whom 
the  command  here,  was  then  confided,  and  those 
fit  for  service  were  armed,  equipped  and  inarched 
on— to  different  positions.'' 

Extract  translated  from  a  genera}  or^t  dated  head^ 
quarters.  La  Chine,  llth  November,  1813. 
^<  The  sedentary  militia,  at  present  in  Montreal, 
stre  to  be  classed  as  follows. 
Ist  Cl^  from  the  age  of  18  to  S5  ificlu^iye, 
1^    do.    do.  do,.      36  tp  4d        do, 

3d'  do.    do.  dot      0  %o  60        do. 

"  The  first  class  will  receive  arms  accoutrements, 
&c.  Fifty  selected  men  of  this  clas^,  are  to  be  ilir- 
nished  wit)i  axes.  And  the  whole  are  to  advance 
to  I'  ■•«  ■ '  ■  .  Th^  second  class  will  do  duty  in  Mon- 
treal. The  third  class  will  be  discharged,'^  &c. 
(Signed)        «  ED.  B AYNES,  A.  G.  N.  A. 

F.  VASSAL  DE  MON VIEL, 
Adj.  Gen.  Militia." 
«Tol,ieut.  Col.  A.  E. 
commanding  the  division  of  C.  &c,'v 
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The  commanders  of  4iyis:ions  had  several  similar 
orders  of  that  period  but  none  wer^  from  the  tion^ 
gol.  M'Gill. 

i<  Some  of  those  about  bead-quarters,  disbelieved 
at  first  the  news  of  the  war,  saya  Veritas,  but  soon 
after  got  alarmed  and  were  for  shipping  off  their 
families  and  effects  to  England ;  but  the  people  of 
Montreal  (more  bold)  stood  at  their  posts.  And 
the  fiank  and  ai^tiUery  companies  of  the  first  battal- 
ion of  Montreal  British  roifitia,  attended  diill  mom- 
iog  and  evening  of  their  own  accord.  And  became 
afterwards  embodied.  The  flauk  companies  of  the 
(town)  Canadian  battalions,  soon  caught  the  exam- 
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pie  \^mm  tho^  in  the  countiy  would  do  neith# 
^e  nor  the  other."     fCet^.J 

The  English  of  this  ki  that  cajitaiQ  Diinlop^  capi< 
tain  Richardson  and  captain  Ogilvy,  by  their  good 
example  saved  the  country.  These  gentlemen  I 
must  acknowledge  deserve  gteat  credit  for  their  ex- 
ertions in  the  business,  £Hid  1  think  that  our  histo- 
rian has  done  than  ample  justice  by  his  record  in 
their  favour. 

The  alanii  which  is  stated  as  above  lo  havet  at 
the  beginning,  disturbed  the  citizens  of  the  metrc^<' 
olis,  extended  it  appears^  hi  a  short  time  after  to 
our  citi£ens  here  j  for  we  find,  as  already  stated^ 
that  even  the  Lieut.  Cdonel  of  the  British  nlilitia; 
with  some  of  his  friends  obtained  leaver  and  took 
their  departurcj  bag  and  baggage  for  Great  Britain. 
This  movi^ment  of  the  Lieut.  Colonel  made  of  course 
a  vacancy  in  the  battalion.  The  Major  became  a 
Lieut.  Colondi  And  the  oldest  Captain^  who  hap« 
pened  to  be  James  Dunlop,  Esq.  (one  of  those  he- 
r€>es  who  saved  the  country  by  good  example^  as  re- 
corded in  Veritas'  History,)  became  major  and 
thereby  obtained  the  command  of  the  Montreal 
loyal  British  volunteers. 

In  the  Montreal  Herdd  of  the  17tH  June,  181;. 
Verity  in  his  t^nth  number,  after  giving  the  pub- 
lic a  luminous  recapitulation  of  his  military  facts 
contludes  his  labours  by  observing, 

**  It  was  my  intention  to  have  given  alsq  a  sket<:h 
of  'Sit  George's  civil  administration,  but  reflecting 
thait  it  had  been  already  so  ably  depicted  by  Nerva 
m  his  admirably  written  aHegoiry,  I  shall  for  the 
prissent  not  prosecute  ^lat  intention.'* 

This  is  exactly  the  case  with  rae.  I  intended  to 
write  fully  upon  the  merits  of  that  militia  hero, 
who,  upon  aU  graiid  occasions  leads  the  van  of  the 
British  Society  in  Montreal.     But  finding  these  al- 
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^aidy  .SO  ably  depicted  in  th^.  fo)lowii?S  adi^irable 
documents,  I  shall  relinquish  my  original  intention 
and  present  no  other  sketch* 

■  )  ■-.....»  ••      .  « 

HeadrQ^arters,  Mofi^real,  > 
•    {     '  \  f   .      Vitk.IJlecemher,  |813.      \ 
"MiLITj A. GENERAL  ORDER. 

**:  Ata  gen.eral  Court  Martial,  held  at  Montreal^ 
tlie  ibth  day  of  December  inst.  Major  James  Dun- 
lop,  commanding  the  Montreal  ypiuntejers,  was  tri- 
ed upon  t^p  following,  cha-rges,  namely  t^^--,: 

*.*  1st.  Of  being  drunk  at  his  quarters  at  Joseph* 
Alard's,  in  Upper  La  Ch^^Q^  on  the  evening  pf 
I'uesdj^y  the  9th  of  November,  last,  when  tjiere  was 
€\'ery  f'eason  to  expect  an  attack  from  the  enemy.  . 
.  '*  2d.  For  scandalous  and  infamous  conduct  at 
the  same  time  and  place,  in  making  use  of  ab.usive, 
scurrilous  and  insulting  language,  and  menacing 
gestures,  to  Lieut.  Hart  Logap,  without  any  kind 
of  provocation  being  given  by  tlie  latter.     . 

"  Upon  which  tlie  Court  came  to  the  following 
decision.  .    . ,    .  ,       ; 

**  The  Court  after  haying  takein  into  the  most 
mature  and  deliberate  consideration,  the  whol^  of 
the  evidence,  do  find  that  the  prisoner.  Major 
JsSnes  Dunlop,  commanding  the  Montreal  yplun- 
tjeers,  is  not  guilty  of  any  part  of  the  first  charge  ; 
therefore,  do  honourably  acquit  the  prisoner  of  the 
same.  .  .     .    .t.      . 

"  With  respect  to  the  second  charge,  the  Court 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  prisoner.  Major  Jiames  Dun- 
lop, IS  guilty^  of  using  abusive  and  insulting  language, 
only  toward  Lieut.  Hart  Logan,  and  do  acquit  the 
prisoner  of  the  rest  of  the  second  charge,  and  con- 
demn the  said  Major  James  Dunlop,  to  make  an  a- 
pology  to  Lieut.  Hart  Logan,  in  the  following 
words: 
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.  "Lieut.  Hart  Logan,  I  ask  pardon  of  you,  for 
having  used  abusive  and  insulting  language  to  you 
on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  6£  NoVcmber,  at  Mr. 

Alard's  at  tJppcr  Ld  Chine.*' 

"  His  Eiceliericy  the  Governor  in  chief  and  com- 
inand^r  df  the  forces,  has  been  pleased  to  approve 
of  the  above  Sentence,  and  doe^  direct  that  Major 
James  Du^top,  do  nlake  the  dpology  required  of 
hini.  to-morrow  nloruing  at  nine  o'clock,  in  the 
presence  of  Cdlohei  M*GiU,  of  the  first  battalion  of 
Montreal  militia,  or  in  case  of  his  indisposition,  then, 
in  the  presence  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Caldwell,  of  the 
iis^me  battalion.  , 

"  By  His  Excellency's  command, 

"  L.  T.  TASHEREAU, 
liep.  Adj.  Gen.  M.  F." 
Montreal  Herdid,  December  81,  1813. 

(C?OPY.) 

**  Noticie  addressed  to  the  late  General  Court 
Martial  by  the  prisoner,  Majbr  James  Dunlbp,  who 
Refuses  to  submit  to  their  sentance."  , 

...   **  J\i67itreal,  ISth  December,  1813. 

**  Haying  been  ordered  by  L.  T.  Tashereau,  De- 
puty Adjut'aiit  General  rf  Militia,  to  aj^pear,  this 
day,  before  Col.  M*Gillj  if  in  health,  at  9  o'clock, 
aiid  if  not,  before  Lieut.  Col  .Caldwell;  to  make  an 
apology  to  Lieut; .  Haft  Logan  in  the  follo\^ing 
words,  vi^,  . "  I, ask  pardon  of  ybu;  for  having  used 
abusivie  and  insiilting  language,  td  you,  ott  the  even- 
ing of  the  hinth  of  November  last,  at  Mr.  Alard's, 
at  Upper  La  Chine."  I  hive  atccordingly  appeared 
at  the  place  where  the  CoUrt  Martial  sat  on  me, 
oh  the  loth  December  instant,  not  for  the  purpose 
to  make  the  apology  required,  biit  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Court  Martial,  the  Hon.  Cdloilel  Jame5 
M*Gill^  or  Lieut.  Col.  Caldwell,  iiiigHt  not  be  de-" 
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talhetl ;  For  in  place  of  coming  to  'make  any  apolo- 
gy, t  have  coni?  for  the  purpose,  notwithstanding 
the  opinion  and  command  of  the  said  court  martid 
has  laid,  to  inforni  him  or  them,  that  1  disobey  th6 
said  order,  and  I  must  here  add  further,  that  1  had 
not  that  justice  done  me,  by  the  said  court  martial, 
that  I  was  entitled  to  ;  as,  when  I  wanted  to  quies- 
tion  the  evidence  who  were  brought  forward  against 
me,  by  the  accuser,  I  was  refused  that  right,  saying 
it  was  time  enough  when  I  came  on  my  defence, 
I  was  again  refused  to  Iiave  the  evidences  brought 
before  the  court,  as  they  have  already  been  there 
for  the  said  abominable  accivser. 

"  By  these  very  evidences,  I  would  have  proved, 
that  1  had  good  reasen  for  using  every  word  of  the 
language  which  I  did,  to  Hart  Logan,  on  the 
evening  of  the  ninth  of  November  last,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Alard,  at  La  Chine.  ^ 

"  Done  in  the  Justice  Room,  in  the  Court  House  of 

Montreal,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock 

A.  M,  171  the  presence  of 

"  A.  Patterson, 

"James  Fraser, 

(Signed)  "JAMES  DUNLOP.'* 
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"  As  I  do  not  consider,  that  I  used  an  irnproper 
sentence,  or  said  an  improper  word,  to  Hart  Logan, 
on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  of  November  last,  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Alard,  Upper  La  Chine, 
the  court  will  I  tiust  excuse  me  for  declining  to 
comply  with  its  order,  so  far  as  regards  making  an 
apology  to  the  said  Hart  Logan,  as  had  that  order 
been  even  sanctioned  by  my  revered  and  beloved 
Royal  Sovereign,  I  would  then  have  refused  to  have 
complied  with  it — ^yea,  had  it  even  been  ratified  and 
approved  of  by  heaven  ;  but  heaven  is  too  just  to 
have  issued  any  such  order,  still,  I  would  have  di*;- 
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regarded  and  refused  to  h^ve  complied  with  it ;  as 
no  court  shall  ever  have  it  in  their  power  to  com- 
pel me  to  ^t^er  what  \  consider  to  be  improper  or 
false.  (Signed)         "  JAMES  PUNLOP. 

••  Mgi4real^  ISth  December,  1813." 

*       Montreal  Herald^  Dec.  31,  lj819. 
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Office  of  the  Adjiitant  General  of  Militia^  V 


Head-Quarters,  Queber,  15th  Jan.  1814. 
MMIUTIA  GENERAL  orders; 

<*The  insubordinate  cotnduct  ^f  Major  James 
I)unlop,  of  the  M[bntreal  volunteers,  in  refusing  to 
submit  tio  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial, 
Approved  by  his  Excellency  the  Obvernor  in  chief, 
jind  ordered  by  him  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
m^kes  it  indispensibly  nect^ssary  for  his  Excellency, 
in  support  qf  the  discipline  of  tne  servic^  to  declare, 
that  the  services  of  Ma^or  James  Dunl^^,  are  no  long- 
er required  in  the  militia  forces  of  l-6ver  Oanada. 

"  Capt.  John  Qgilv^,  will  assume  the  command 
pf  the  Montreal  volunteers,  in  the  room  of  Majqi- 
Dunlpp,  until  further  q^ders,  ivith  the  irank  of  Ma- 
jor in  the  militia,  , 

"This^eneral  order  shall  be  read' at 'the  head 
of  every  battalion  of  embodied  militia. 

"  i§y  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral ^  F.  VASSAL  DE  MONVIEt, 
-  ;iVd|^  Gen.  M.  F." 
J§ee  ][fQntreal  Herald^  January  ^S,  1814. 

""  <«  Montreal,  Mth  Jan.  1814.  ' 

"  Ge^neral  Sir  Ge(xrge  Prevost,  Baronet,  Command- 
er in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  British 
North  America,  &c. 

"SIR, 
"  I  have  this  evening  received  under  cover,  a  mi- 
litia general  order  of  date  15th  current,  which  gen- 
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^al  order,  Ifou  xxiay  rest  assured  affects,  my  ripinO^ 
just  as  little  as  ^he  impi^oper,  stupid  and  unjust  sen- 
tence of  a  late,  court  martial,  appro,ved  by  you,  asj 
thougli  I  lield  the  commissioi;!  ot  a  iield  marshal  or 
the  value  of  ten  such  commissions,  I  woiild  not  have, 
degraded  myself  so  much  as  to  have  submitted  to, 
any  such  sentence.  If  the  holding  of  that  commis- 
sion had  ^epend^d  oii  my  cpmplying  with  such  an 
absurd  judgment,  had  it  even  been  sanctipned  by 
his  Majesty,  my  much  revered  and  beloved  Rgysl 
Sovereign-^Had  you  ^nown  ^ow  little  1  care^ 
about  the  ^aesenp  genei^al  9rder,  you  certainly  would 
never  have  taken  the  pains  to  have;  made  it  or  sign- 

ed  it,  ;  '     .  :    - 

"1  HOW  deny  to  you,  apd  all  the  world,  that 
I  was,  drunk  on  the  evening. of  the  9th  November 
last,'  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Jd$eph  A  lard,  and  lyhic^ 
I  have  proyecl  was,  not  the  case  b^'  no  les^  than  ten 
as  respecjtabjb fitnesses,  and  those  ten  in  their  per- 
fect sober  senses^  a3  ^ither  Lieut.  Col.  Caldwell,  the 
Hon.  Capt*  Richardson,  Lieut.  Ogden,  and  Robert 
M*Kenzie,'ahd  I  add  that  there  was  not  a  Sentence 
of  itut\\  in  the  cha^gea  laid  gainst  me,  and  further, 
that  I  did  not  say  an  improper  word  to  the  person 
who  brought  the  charges  on  that  night,  arid  my  re- 
gret now  only  is  that  I  did  npt  turn  him  out  of  the 
bed  he  thought  proper  to  take  possession  of  in  the 
evening  of  tl^e  preceding,  night;,  whilst  I  was  attend- 
ing to  my  duty  as  Major,  commanding  tlie  Mon- 
treal volunteer  militia;^  iu^  which  night  I  was  obliged 
to  make  my  bed  myself  on  the  floor, 

"  You  are  not  to  imagine  frbm  this  detail,  that  I 
claim  youTreconsiderationofthQ  circumstances  which 
led  to  your  general  order,  wliich  I  have  told  you  I 
disregarded  and  despised  j  and^ow  may  rest  assumed 
that  it  is  no  compliment  to  me  to  be  a  major  in  th^ 
militia,  nor  would  even  that  of  Colonel  or  General, 
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a'  tlicre  was  such  rank  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  hold  the 
government  more  obliged  to  me  for  taking  such  ^ 
commission  than  any  honor  I  attain  by  it  from  the 
faithfulness  and  disinterested  way  that  I  have  dis« 
pharged  the  duties  attached  to  it/ 

"  It  will  not  hurt  me  how  far  and  wide  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  are  known^ 
and  wliat  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the 
Sjime ;  as  besides  the  general  order  being  read  tp 
the  diflferent  corps  of  militia,  I  will  take  as  much 
pains  as  in  my  power  to  have  it  published  to  the 
whole  of  the  good  people  of  the  Province  at  large  ; 
as  you  may  not  expect*  that  any  imbecile  act  of 
yours,  when  I  am  its  object,  that  I  will  cover  or 
cloak  it  by  degrading  myself.  You  may  talk  oi^  in- 
subordinate conduct  and  disobedience  of  orders, 
and  such  nonsensical  rant  as  long  as  you  choosCj,  but 
your  order  must  be  of  a  very  different  nature  than 
those  approving  the  sentence  of  the  cpurt  martial, 
that  sat  on  me  the  19th  ultimo,  which  I  have  al- 
ready said,  and  now  again  repeat  was  improper,  stu- 
pid and  unjust,  or  the  general  order  on  the  15th 
inst.     Before  they  will  change  my  way  qf  thinking, 

"  I  am  with  that  consideration,  which  your  con- 
duct to  me  merits.  * 
**  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)              "  JAMES  DUNLOP." 

In  the  dispatches  forwarded  to  me  for  ■  ,iblica- 
tion  by  A.  S.  already  mentioned,  is  the  followujg 
account  of  this  brilliant  affair.  **  It  w??^  addressed, 
he  says,  to  one  of  the  editors  in  Marc'.i  — but  having 
never  appeared  in  public,  I  shall,  to  oblige  the  au- 
thor, insert  it  here.  Comparing  it  with  the  truth  as 
above  officially  delivered,  I  find  it  is  not  unhke 
Veritas'  poetical  manner  of  misrepresenting  our  mil- 
itary matters. 
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^*  The  skirmish  of  the  9th  Nov.  in  the  house  of 
Joseph  -^lard,"  observes,  A.  S.  "  though  well  known 
%Q  you  and  to  me  is  not,  /  have  no  hesitation  in  say* 
ingy  so  well  known  to  the  editor  of  the  Recorder, 
for  we  have  had  no  evidence  whatever  of  its  appear- 
ance in  th^t  learned  quarter.  The  Letter  (^marque 
employed  to  carry  tiie  despatches  of  that  spirited 
stfTair/ across  the  atlantic  to  the  I(iver  Clyde,  did 
not  perhaps  touch  at  Halifax.  This  engagement, 
be  it  remembered,  took  place  on  the  eve  oi  Gener- 
^  Wilkinson's  invasiouj,  it  was  ^t.long  shot,  and 
commenced  as  follows,  vide  licit, 

**  The  Major  and  one  of  the  inferior  officers  (his 
(pwn  61eve)  happerfed  to  be  quartered  together  and 
tad  but  one  bed  between  them.  The  night  being 
cold,  and  blankets  scarce,  a  contest  arose  which  of 
the  twQj^arrior^  should  sl^ep  in  the  middle— ^and 
beholdjt  ' 

<*  A  violent  skuffie  now  ensu'<d, 

And  Chamber  P-^ts  the  place  bedew'd ; 

Swords  and  pistols  in  the  water, 

JM[ade  a  devil  of  a  clatter, 

And  drove  into  the  field  our  lads. 

Swearing  t4ie  same  as  common  bawds  i 

One  bore  the  beding  on  his  head, 

The  other  wielded  the  bedstead ; 

Thus — took  their  distance  like  two  rams, 

But  fought  their  battles  with  G-d  damns  : 

So  BouGRE  A  bolugrk  they  both  remained 

*Till  both  were  threaten'd  to  be'cained," 

The  following  excellent  comment  from  a  review 
of  last  year,  upon  Mr.  D — ps  celebrated  letter  to 
the  commander  in  chiefi  richly  deserves  a  place  here. 

"  It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every  true  British  sub- 
ject, strictly  to  observe  proper  subordination,  which, 
far  from  beiftg  inco|t)ipatible  with  British  liberty  is  w 
necessary  ingredient  of  it.  And  this  duty,  js  most 
strictly  enjoined  iipon  rich  men,  because  an  exccni- 
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ble  bad  example  from  them  is  infinitely  more  per- 
nicious than  from  the  poor :  and  because  the  only 
support  of  their  riches  is  that  constitution  which  a 
disorderly  want  of  subordination  would  destroy. 
Riches  of  themselves  are  most  despicable  in  the  eye 
of  reason,  particularly  when  the  owner  possesses  no 
otie  estimable  quality.  Lord  Bacon  has  happily  comi 
pared  them  to  a  dunghill :  worthless  when  heaped 
up,  but  useful  when  scattered  like  manure  oVer  the 
face  of  the  earth*  When  therefore,  an  individual 
(of  a  nation  now  famed  for  loyalty)  distinguished 
above  his  fellows  for  no  one  quality  of  pre-eminence 
but  overgrown  superfluous  wealth,  thinks  proper  to 
make  himself  conspicuous  by  bloated  purse  proud 
arrogance,  the  honest  public  with  indignation  and 
abhorrance  will  behold  him  perching  himself  upofi 
his  money  bags,  like  a  goose  upon  a  dunghill,  and 
hissing  out  presumptuous  scorn  and  insolent  defi- 
ance to  the  representative  of  Majesty,  for  doing 
that  which  had  he  left  undone,  for  once,  he  would 
have  been  unmindful  of  a  high  and  important  duty." 
See  Canadian  Anti-Jacobin  Eeview,  No.  6,  page  24. 

"  The  proceedings  at  Montreal,  consequent  upon 
a  knowledge  of  Wilkinson's  descent,  says  Veritas, 
remains  to  be  described.  Early  in  the  morning  of 
the  9th  November,  that  information  was  first  had 
by  an  officer  from  Fort  WeUington,  who  stated  that 
the  American  army  had  passed  it  in  the  night  of 
the  7th,  and  as  it  was  full  moon  and  clear  weather^ 
the  apprehension  was  that  the  enemy  would  push  on 
night  and  day,  and  be  almost  upon  the  heels  of  the 
bearer  of  the  intelligence.  The  whole  of  the  mili- 
tia on  the  north  side  from  Three-Rivers  upwards, 
were  ordered  out,  and  the  Montreal  volunteers  with 
the  three  sedentaiy  town  battalions,  marched  in  the 
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iaflemoon  for  La  Chine,"  &c.    Montreal  Heraldry 
20tk  May,  lSi5,  Veritas,  No.  "6.       . 

But  as  we  have  not  discovered  that  any  of  the 
Canadian  inihitia,  who  were  called  out  by  His  Ex- 
cellency Sir  George  Prevost,  to  meet  General  Wil- 
kinson s  invasion,  either  caught  or  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  his  Majesty's  British  Montreal  volunteiers 
on  the  present  occasion,  we  sincerely  believe  thai 
the  Canadian  militia  nevei:  caught  nor  followed  aii 
example  of  loyalty  from  that  quarter.  . 

.  The  twenty  thousand  Canadian  militia  wnoni  tlie 
Montreal  Herald  mentions,  in  flattering  terms  of 
approbation,  for  having  come  forward  so  handsoinie- 
ly ;  it  appears  came  forward  in  less  than  tiventj/ 
Jour  hours.  The  intelligence  of  the  invasion  arriv- 
ed at  Montreal  the  9th,  as  Vieritas'  history,  and  on 
the  llth,  the  militia  were  classed  as  per  general  or^ 
der,  signed  by  the  two  adjutant  generals. 

The  miUtia  coming  forward  in  such  numbers  and 
not  following  the  example  of  the  Montreal  volun- 
teers at  La  Chine,  as  per  court  martial,  throws  some 
light  on  the  observation- of  Veritas,  which  he  ad- 
vances in  the  impressive  idiom  of  the  country,  the 
sentiments  of  the  Canadian  militia,  in  the  following 
words  : 

"  Nous  resterons  tranquilles  chez  nous,  ou  nous 
marcherons  tous  ensemble"  "  That  is,  we  shall 
eitiier  remalii  quiet  at  home,  or  rise  en  masse,** 

Tlie  reputation  of  His  Majesty's  arms,  says  a 
histori(in,  has  extended  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the 
earth.  The  Canadians  vie  with  tlie  other  subjects 
of  his  Majesty  for  loyalty  j  and  they  every  day  give 
fresh  proofs  of  their  fidelity.  From  the  nature  of 
the  climate  and  their  situation,  they  make  war  dif- 
ferently from  Europeans ;  and  though  they  neces- 
sarily imitate  the  Indians,  with  whom  they  are  at 
perpetual  tiimity,  (Iicy  are  gcTurally  successful  aiid 
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often  cover  themselves  with  glory  in  their  eiiter- 
prizes.  But  to  ensure  success  tliey  must  have  con- 
fidehcfe  in  their  leader. 

Le  Compte  de  Froritehac,  adverting  to  an  expe- 
dition to  Hudson's  Bay,  n\  wliich  a  small  party  of 
Canadians,  were  Wonderfully  successfidi  Remarks, 
"  Qu'il  elqit  d'aiitant  plus  glbrieux  de  voir  que  les 
armes  du  Roi  ont  penetres  les  climats  les  plus  rudes 
de  I'linivers  sous  I'etendue  de  son  getierdlat—Qwi 
malgre  tous  les  coiitre-tempts  qui  nous  y  sont  arri- 
v6z  il  ponvdit  dire  ^vec  justice  qu'il  falloit  etre  Ca- 
nadiehi  Vu  aVoir  le  coeur  d'un  Canadieh  pour  etre 
venu  a  bout  d'une  telle  entreprise."— See  La  Po- 
therie's  history  of  America,  from  1534  to  I701. 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  people  off  this  coun- 
try during  the  French  government.  And  their  con- 
duct in  the  late  contest,  which  has  been  highly  hon- 
orable, proves  that  they  have  not  degenerated  in 
principle.  Any  merit  that  is  alldwed  Canadians  hy 
that  class  ^Vho  wish  for  all  the  merit  themselves  will 
of  course  appear  forced.  The  tVuth  is,  **  He  'who 
Was  all  things  to  all  men,  studied  their  differefif  charac- 
ters, sounded  their  geniuses^  knew  what  was  hiirtfid  to 
one,  'what  was  iiseful  to  ttnofh'cf,  and  wliat  every  one 
in  particular  'Was  capable  of.**  I  say,  he;  Sir  George 
Pl'evoSt,  who  was  all  this,  gained  the  confidence  of 
the  clergy,  and  the  clergy  became  his  best  miHti4  ' 
officer's.  In  theil'  walks,  ?lt  the  confessional,  froih 
the  pulpit,  the  good  of  their  country  formed  a  prin- 
cipal pdrt  in  their  devotion,  and  God  save  the  King, 
was  a  hymn  constantly  sung  at  their  dltars. 

The  'character  of  the  present  Canadians,  viewing 
them  as  civilians  is  neatly  delineated  in  Mr.  Neil- 
sotis  brief  account  of  this  country.  "  The  mass  of 
the  Canadian  population,"  sayS  he,  "  may  however 
be  said  to  be  agricultiiralists.  There  is  no  happier 
jp^oplc  in  the  world.     Tlieit  labour  atioids  them  the 
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nec^sjiaries  of  life ;  no  part  of  it  19  taken  from 
them,  but  what  they  consider  as  being  fpr  their  own 
use.     Amongst  them  ambition  and  vanity,  rarely 
create  unreal  wants,  nor  envy  sours  real  enjoyments. 
In  the  ordinary  state  of  human  happiness,  they  are 
cheerful  and  lively.     To  evils  beyond  their  controul 
they  submit  with  resignation.     They  are  strongly 
attached  to  their  religion,  their  countiji  laws,  cus- 
toms and  manners  j  and  utterly  averse  to  all  inova- 
tions.     They  partake  of  the  French  character,  some<* 
thing  in  the  same  way  as  the  New-Knglanders,  par- 
take oi'  that  of  Englishmen.     Both  have  been  lnod« 
ified  by  circumstances,  and  now  differ  from  their 
origin.     M  here  there  is  plenty  of  land  to  cultivate^ 
the  man  who  lives  by  labour^  depends  only  on  the 
Almighty  and  himself.     In  America  the  indep  ad- 
ent  spirit  of  Englishmen,  sometimes  degenerates  in- 
to licentious  coarseness,     liie  servility  of  French^ 
men  disappears.     The  Canadian  peasant  acknow- 
ledges supci  iors  ;  to  them  he  is  respectful,  but  he 
expects  a  corresponding  attention  $  omission  in  this 
respect  is  not  easily  forgiven.     To  his  equals  he  is 
polite  and  obliging ;  inferiors  he  knows  of  i^one  ; 
what  he  possesses,  he  owes  to  his  own  labour,  and 
every  well  behaved  person  enjoys  the  same  means. 
If  one  of  them  serves  the  other,  he  is  one  of  the 
family.     The  Canadian  farmer  is  social  to  a  vice  ; 
much  of  his  time  is  sacrificed  to  this  quality.     It  is 
this  which  prevents  the  young  people  from  remov- 
ing to  a  distance,  to  occupy  new  lands  ;  it  is  liiis 
also,  which  is  the  source  of  that  value  set  upon  the 
opinion  of  others  which  frequently  degenei*ates  into 
vanity.     In  his  person,  he  is  of  the  middle  size, 
firmly  made  and  active.     There  is  no  people  capa- 
ble of  greater  futigue  and  privation.     In  these  the 
Canadian  is  singului}}^  supported  by  the  gaiety  of 
his  disposition.     His  mind  is  unimproved ;  his  ideai^ 
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confined  j  his  capacity  excellent.  In  worldly  con- 
cerns he  reasons,  and  acts  from  his  own  exj)erience, 
his  feelings  or  ^ome  received  maxims.  He  is  ex. 
trcmely  mistrustful  of  what  he  reads  or  hears,  par- 
ticularly when  it  does  not  come  from  those  of  his 
own  class.  In  spiritual  concerns,  he  is  giiided  by 
his  curate  ;  who  if  he  wishes  to  stand  well  with  him, 
must  nieddle  with  nothing  else."  This  sketch  I 
find  is  given  as  original  in  the  N,  Q.  Review,  l)e- 
cember,  1813.  ^ 

A  member  in  Congress  arguing  upon  the  merits 
of  the  late  war,  and  stating  Canada  to  be  the  object, 
says  with  great  propriety,  **  It  is  really  ludicrous  to 
hear  us  talk  of  the  Canadian's  liberty — they  who 
have  no  taxes  to  pay  5  no  embargoes  to  endure  ;  no 
commerce  checked  to  please  a  toreign  state  ;  who 
choose  their  own  parliaments  j  make  their  own 
laws  ;  and  what  is  more,  manage  their  own  private 
affairs  in  their  own  way.  Those  Canadians  are  in- 
vited by  us  to  pj^rtake  of  our  ireedom  ;  we  who  pay 
half  a  dollar  duty  on  teas,  and  two  hundred  per  cent 
on  the  first  cost  of  coffee  j  we  who  cannot  ride  as 
they  do  in  their  cabriolets,  without  paying  for  it  to 
an  excise  officer,  &c.  But  the  Canadians  knew 
better  their  own  freedom-r-and  refused  our  kind 
offers." 

These  ar^  the  happy  people,  whom  Sir  George 
Prevost  conducted,  for  the  preservation  of  a  fine 
country,  larger  than  all  Europe,  to  the  British  Em- 
pire. 

"  The  great  events  of  the  earth — The  statesmen 
^nd  heroes  of  all  ages,  claim  and  obtain  admiration 
because  their  achievements  have  been  greater  than 
their  means.  We  admire  them  because  with  means 
apparently  incompetent,  they  have  performed  won- 
ders." 
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If  tbis  observation  be  correct,  the  present  age  and 
futurity,  have  reason  to  admire  General  Prevpst'3 
defeixce  of  Canada — and  not  only  pf  Canada,  but 
also,  of  other  places,  of  which  J  shall  recite  one  in- 
stance— that  of  Dominica  ten  years  since. 

Sir  George  Prevost's  (thei;  Brig.  Gen.  Prevost's), 
defence  Qf  Dominic^.     ^ 

Dominica,  March  1st,  1805. 

At  day^break,  22d  Feb.  5  large  sl^ips,  3  frigates, 
2.  brigs,  and  some  small  craft,  under  British  colours, 
Sit  ship  of  three  decks  carrying  a  flag  at  the  mizen, 
were  discovered  off  Roseau  19,  tlie  island  of  Pomini- 
They  ranged,  close  to  one  of  the  Forts,  when 
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IJrig.  Gen.  Preyost  ordered  them,  to  be  fired  upon, 
and  soon  after  19.  large  V^^i'ges  full  of  troops  ap- 
peared froni  the  vessels,  prptected  by  an  armed 
schooner  full  of  men,  and  7  pthej;  boats  cari-ying 
carronades.— -The  Englis)j  flag  y/as  lowered  an4 
th^t  of  France  hoisted'-^a  landing  was  immediately 
attempted  on  General  Preyost's  flanjt,  betweett*  the 
town  of  Jllpseau  ancj  the  post  of  Lache  Crow. 
Three  cornpanies  of  troops  were  sent  to  oppose  the 
enerny's  landing  ;  the  first  boats  were  beat  off;  but 
the  schooner  and  one  of  the  brigs  coming  close  on 
shore  to  cover  the  landing,  compelled  our  ^  troops 
to  occupy  a  better  position  ;  a  defile  leading  to  the 
town ;  at  the  same  time  General  Prev^t  brought 
a  few  more  troops,  and  placed  tliem  ii^^der  the 
command  of  Major  Munn,  46th  regt.  with  orders 
not  to  yield  the  enemy  an  inch  of  ground ;  two 
field  pieces  w  ere  brought  into  action  for  their  sup- 
port ;  these  guns  aijd  a  24-pounder  frqm  Melville 
battery,  shook  thp  French  advancing  column  by 
tbe  execution  they  did.  Gener^il  Prevost  sent 
three  more  companies  to  prevent  the  enemy  I'loin. 
getting  into  the  rear  of  the  position  occu[)ied  by 
Major  Munn.     On  my  return  we  found  the  Majos- 
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JeuX,  pf  120  guns,  lying  opposite  to  Fort  Young; 
pouring  into  the  town  and  batteries  her  broad-sides^ 
followed  by  the  other  74^*8  and  frigates. — The  Fort 
consisted  of  five  21-pounders,  three  18*s,  and  five 
^4/s  at  Melville  battery,  which  returned  an  unin- 
terrupted fire  ;  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  the  enemy 
were  compelled  to  retire  from  their  advanced  posi- 
tion— foiled  and  beat  ofi*  on  the  left,  the  right  Hank 
was  attempted,  and  a  considerable  force  was  land- 
ed near  Morne  Daniel.  The  regulars  not  exceed* 
ing  200,  employed  on  the  lefl  in  opjiosing  the  ad- 
vance of  their  columns,  consisting  of  2000  men, 
could  aflfbrd  General  Prevost  no  reinforcements, 
and  he  had  only  100  militia  to  oppose  them,  these 
attacked  with  spirit,  but  jnfbrtunately  the  frigates 
sjtood  in  SQ  close  to  the  shore  to  protect  this  disem- 
barkation, that  after  receiving  a  destructive  fire 
they  retired  to  some  heights.  A  column  of  the  en- 
emy then  marched  to  Morne  Daniel  and  stormed 
the  redoubt  defended  by  a  small  detachment,  which 
after  an  obstinate  resistance  they  carried.  The 
town  which  had  for  some  time  been  in  flames,  was 
only  protected  by  a  light  howitzer  and  a.  6-pounder 
to  the  right,  supported  by  a  company  of  militia. 
The  enemy's  ships  at  this  time  out  of  reach  of  our 
guns.  General  Prevost's  right  flank  gained  and  his 
liDtreat  to  Prince  Ruperts  almost  cut  off,  he  bravely 
cjetcrmined  to  keep  the  sovereignty  of  the  Island- 
he  ordered  the  militia  to  remain  at  their  posts,  ex- 
cept such  as  were  inclined  to  encounter  more  hard- 
ships ai)d  severe  service  ;  and  ordered  the  regulars 
to  make  a  forced  march  to  Prince  Ruperts  ;  Gen. 
Prevost  then  allowed  the  President  to  enter  into 
terms  for  tliq  town  of  Roseau,  and  demanded  from 
the  French  general,  that  private  property  should 
be  respected  and  no  wanton  or  disgraceful  pillage 
to  be  allowed.     Accompanied  only  by  two  of  hi« 
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^bS,  General  Prevost  crossed  the  Island,  and  Iq 
^  houi*9  got  to  the  garrison ;  the  regulars,  after  a 
difficult  march,  joined  him  in  three  or  four  days  af« 
ierwards.  General  Prevost  no  sooner  got  to  this 
!^ort  than  he  ordered  cattle  to  be  drove  in,  and  took 
ipeasures  for  getting  a  store  of  water«  On  the  Q5t\\ 
he  received  a  summons  from  the  French  general  to 
surrender^  and  without  delay,  he  sent  a  spirited  ani> 
swer,  purporting  that  his  duty  to  his  king  and  coun- 
try, was  so  superior  to  every  other  consideration, 
that  hi^  could  only  thank  the  I  rench  general  for 
^he  observations  he  had  made,  on  the  too  oiten  in- 
evitable consequences  of  war,  and  at  the  same  tirne^ 
expressing  his  gratitude  for  the  kind  treatment  his 
lady  and  children  (who  were  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy)  had  received  from  the  French  general. 
On  the  27th,  iinding  that  General  Prevost  would  not 
surrender,  and  the  defence  would  be  desperate,  the 
0nemy  aftier  laying  a  contribution  on  Roseau,  re- 
(pmbariced  and  hovered  the  next  day  about  the  post : 
As  far  as  could  be  coUe^ed,  the  enemy  had  4,000. 
men  on  board,  and  the  whole  of  their  force  was 
compelled  to  disembark,  before  they  gained  an  inch 
of  ground ;  the  British  loss  was  trifling,  (about  20 
killed  and  ^  wounded,  whilst  the  enemy's  acknowl« 
edged  loss  was  considerable  (300,  amongst  whom 
was  several  officers  of  rank.)  '  When  the  official  ac- 
count of  the  above  was  received  in  London,  the 
Patriotic  Fund  Society,  at  Lloyd's  Coffee-Honse, 
voted  to  general  Prevost»  and  the  officers,  under  his 
command,  as  a  tribute  of  their  consideration  for 
their  brave  and  gallant  defence  of  Dominica,  as  fol- 
lows 5-^Tj'o  general  Prevost,  ^  sword,  value  100/.  a 
piece  of  plate  value  200/.  To  major  Munn,  46th,  a 
sword  value  50/.  a  piece  of  plate  value  100/.  The 
sum  of  40/.  to  each  disabled  man,  or  who  might 
Imve  lost  a  limb,  20/.  to  each  man  severely  woimded,  ^ 
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and  10/.  to  every  man  slightly  wounded,  in  which 
are  included  the  militia  of  the  Island*  See  Quebec 
Mercury t  August  Qd^  1813. 

To  throw  more  light  upon  the  insolent  uproar 
raised  in  the  Montreal  Herald,  against  this  cde* 
brated  officer^  I  shall  take  the  liberty^  first  asking 
the  authors  pardon,  to  insert  here  an  extract  from 
a  letter  written  by  a  gentleman  of  the  first  respee- 
tability  in  this  countj^^  to  a  friend  in  London^  the 
80th  March  last; 

"  You  must  have  heard  of  the  charges  br6ug;ht 
foryrard  by  th^  admiralty  against  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost,  for  the  loss  of  the  fleet  on  Lake  Champlain* 
in  consequence,  he  feels  himself  under  the  necessity 
of  proceeding  immediately  to  England  for  his  de« 
fence ;  and  if  there  is  any  justice  or  generosity  re- 
maining in  the  country  he  will  meet  with  no  difS- 
Culty— For  the  saving  of  this  country  from  being  o- 
ver-run  by  the  enemy  the  first  two  years  of  the  wat 
is  owing  to  his  popiuarity  and  influence  with  the 
Canadians ;  which  enabled  him  to  rise  them  en 
masse  every  time  that  a  formidable  invasion  was 
threatened.  When  war  was  declared,  this  gov- 
cirnment  was  without  soldiers  ;  or  the  means  of 
paying  them.  Exchange  at  28  per  cent  discount ; 
and  not  a  sols  of  specie  to  be  seen;  Sir  George  was 
told  by  ministers,  they  had  neither  men  nor  money 
to  send  him.  In  this  dilemma  he  got  established  a 
paper  currency — -to  which  the  prejudices  of  the 
country  were  strongly  opposed  ;  and  he  organized 
a  population  which  had  been  left  by  his  predeces- 
sor nearly  in  a  state  of  insurrection. — But  the  mea- 
sures he  took  to  effect  these  objects  gave  offence  to 
a  part  of  our  English  inhabitants ;  many  of  them^ 
no  doubt,  respectable,  and  who  had  been  in  the 
confidence  of  the  former  Governor.— These  have 
|;ai&ed,a  hue  and  cry  against  him,  both  on  tliis  and 


72' 


i-i 


,.:|        . 


1 


on  the  other  side  of  the  water. — He  could  do  no  thing 
right  accordmg  to  their  opinion.  'I'he  portion  of 
Lord  Wellington's  array  ivhich  cUiTie  here  were 
much  disappointed  £lnd  disgusted  with  the  nature 
of  the  war.  Fighting  by  small  parties  in  woods  \ 
under  many  privations  which  they  had  not  been  ac- 
customed to— and  their  efforts  not  always  dttelided 
with  success;  These  misfortunes  were  also  impht- 
ed  readily  to  the  comn^andeJ-  of  the  forced  ;  and  the 
officers  joi  led  in  the  hue  and  cry  ;  finding  it  the 
sentiments  of  the  part  of  the  sDciety  with  whicli 
they  generally  mixed.  Some  of  our  newspapers  al- 
so, became  extremely  licentious  ;  mid  the  ihcfficien- 
cy  of  the  crown  officers  occasioned  for  a  time  thesd 
libeliers  to  pass  with  impunity  their  infamous  false- 
hoods on  the  public; — but  they  haf.?  lately  beeil 
prosecuted;— ^although  too  late.  This  is  a  true 
state  of  the  case,  as  far  as  regards  this  country; 
and  Sir  George  Prevost's  c(  nduct  in  it.  Minister^ 
inay  find  it  convenient  to  divert  public  attenticm 
from  th^hiiserable  and  disgraceful  treaty  they  have 
made  with  the  United  States,  (considering  the  rela- 
tive strength  of  the  two  countries)  which  cannot 
fail  in  course  of  time  to  be  of  injury  to  these  colo- 
nies. And  the  admiralty  feel  sore  in  consequence 
of  the  bitter  lesson  taught  the  British  navy  in  tlie 
late  war.  Tliese  causes  will  account  for  the  perse- 
cution of  a  meritorious  individual; 

"  For  my  own  part,  I  can  truly  say,  (and  T  had  a 
better  opportunity  of  judging  than  many  others  who 
have  formed  opinions  prejudicial  to  the  Governor's 
management,)  tliat  no  man  could  ever  pay  a  more 
strict  attention  to  the  difhcult  and  laborious  duties 
he  had  to  perform." 
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NOTE. 


;  AN  extract  from  the  Qitebec  address  to  His 
Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  upon  his  return  to 
that  city  from  the  campaign  of  1813. 
,  **  We  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  environs  of 
Quebec,  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Excellency 
on  your  retui^n  to  this  capital. 

**  We  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  to  offer  thbt 
tribute  of  gratitude  which  is  so  justly  due  tb  your 
Excellency  for  having  afforded  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country  d,  new  opportunity  of  justifying  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  entertained  of  them  by  their  be- 
loved soviereign*  ,  When  the  enemy  arrogantly 
threatened  to  invade  this  province,  yqur  Excellen- 
cy addressed  to  its  inhabitants  a  judicious  appeal 
which  \yUl  never  be  forgotten  by  them  ;  an  Appeal 
dictated  by  the  justness:  and  liberality  of  your  p]x- 
pellency'^  sentiments :  We  can  assure  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  confidence  of  the  people  which  you 
irresistibly  acquired  by  that  proceeding  and  by  the 
wisdom  which  distinguished  your  administration  is, 
next  to  their  attachment  to  the  king,  one  of  the 
most  powerful  ramparts  which  the  internal  resources 
of  this  country,  oppose  to  the  attacks  of  our  neigh- 
bours; We  acknowledge  that  it  is  to  the  prudence 
of  your  Excellency's  measures,  as  well  as  your  un- 
exampled activity^  that  we  are  indebted  for  this 
province  having  been  the  theatre  of  war,  only  for 
an  instant,  to  be  signalised  by  the  defeat  of  the  en- 
emy." See  Quebec  Mercurij,  vol.  9,  page  41.5,  or 
Quebec  Gazette,  December  SOth,  181^,#wlu€h  exhib- 
its all  the  names  to  this  address* ' 
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Extract  from  the  Quebec  address  to  His  Excellency 

Sir  George  Prevost,  upon  his  return  to  that  city 

from  the  campaign  q/'1814. 

*'  The  sentiments  which  we  had  the  satis&ticon 
of  expressing  at  the  close  of  the  two  pfeceeding 
campaigns  again  assemble  us  in  your  Excellency's 
presence.  Having  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  the  beat  of  governments,  notwithstanding  a  war 
of  wliich  this  province  appeared  destined  to  be  the 
theatre  ;  we  should  be  guilty  of  ingratitude,  were 
\vc  to  neglect  the  opportunity  offered  by  your  Ex- 
cellency's return  to  this  city,  to  acknowledge  pub- 
licly, that  these  inestimable  advantages  are  the  ef- 
fects of  the  unceasing  exertions  and  judicious  mea- 
sures of  your  Excellency.  Already  convinced  1^  the 
experience  of  former  years,  that  the  interests  of  the 
Empire  and  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
committed  to  your  care,  form  the  sole  rule  of  your 
conduct.  We  have  seen  with  sensibility,  but  with* 
out  surprise,  your  Excellency  disregarding  every 
other  consideration  for  the  accomplishment  of  these 
important  objects. 

"  The  fenemy  having  been  frustrated  in  all  his 
projects  of  conquest  up  to  the  present  time,  must 
now  be  sensible  that  he  cannot  prevail  against  your 
Excellency's  vigilance  and  the  valor  of  the  army  un- 
der your  command.  The  confidence  wihch  we  place 
in  the  power  of  the  Empire  to  whieh  we  have  tlie  hon» 
or  to  belong,  in  your  Excellency's  personal  character 
and  the  reputation  of  the  British  arms^  enables  us 
to  view  with  calmness  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  We  can  assure  your  Excellency  that  you 
will  always  receive  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince, that  support  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of 
your  exalted  station,  which  the  representative  of  a 
sovereign,  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  half  a 
cciitiuy  of  happiness,  has  a  right  to  expect. 
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"  May  your  Excellency  long  enjoy  the  conlficlence 
of  the  Prince  and  the  people  \  the  pleasing  reward 
of  a  life  devoted  to  their  service  5  and  thus  be  ac- 
complished the  sincere  wish  of  our  hearts.**  Que- 
bec Mercury,  vol,  lOtk,  page  407>  or  rather  see  Que- 
bec Gazette,  of  tlie  Q2d  December,  1814,  where  ail 
the  names  are  displayed. 

An  extract  from  the  address  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Canada,  to  His  Royal  Highness  tlie  Prince  Re- 
sent, November  1814.  This  extract  being  taken 
from  the  Herald  of  the  8th  of  April  last,  where  it 
was  introduced  by  a  writer  professedly  inimical  to 
the  government,  f  cannot  vouch  for  its  correctness. 

**  MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUl^  ROTAL  HIOHNESS, 

**  We  His  Maje»ty*s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Lower  Can- 
ada, humbly  approach  the  sacred  person  of  your 
Royal  £(ighnessx  to  e^^press  our  apprehensions  on 
our  having  observed  addresses  made  by  a  number 
of  individuals  residing  amongst  us^  some  of  whom 
are  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  with  a  view 
to  procure  changes  in  the  constitution  of  this  pio- 
vince,  and  censuring  the  administration  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  in  Chiefs  Thia  proceeding 
on  their  part  has  excited  alarm  throughout  thisi  pro- 
vince, and  led  to  a  belief  that  the  intrigues  which 
were  formerly  in  operation  to  injure  ita  inhabitants 
in  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  government,  and  the 
mother  country,  hf^ve  again  been  resorted  to  foi:  the 
pui-pose  of  representing  us  a&  unworthy  of  a  free  con- 
stitution ;  and  that  changes  therein  are  become 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  this  important  part 
of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  We  entreat  your  Roy- 
al Highness  to  be  persuaded  that  such  insinuations 
are  entirely  groundless.  We  are  sincerely  at- 
tached to  the  constitution  which  his  Majesty's  gov- 
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ernment  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  confer  or\ 
us.  It  has  left  us  nothing  to  desire,  but  to  see  its 
execution  more  and  more  perfect.  We  humbly  re- 
present to  your  Royal  Highness,  that  it  is  chiefly 
from  that  constitution  that  the  means  have  been  de- 
rived which  have  saved  the  country  from  the  per- 
fidious attacks  of  the  United  Stajtes;  It  is  this  con- 
stitution which  has  shewn  us  tb^  full  yahie  of  the 
British  government,  and  we  humbly  hope  that  the 
continuance,  as  it  at  present  exists,,  will  be  consid- 
ered by  your  Royal  Highness,  as  a  jiist  reward  for 
our  humble  efforts  in  its  defencie.  Our  confidence 
in  his  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost  is  unabated. 
By  the  wisdom  of  h'u  govei'nnient,  and  the  resources 
of  bis  genius,  he  has  proved  liiipself  superior  to  the 
crisis  in  which  the  country  was  placed  at  the  coni- 
mencement  of  the  war.  *  Far  froin  following  the 
steps  of  his  predecessor,  he  acquired  the  affections 
of  the  Canadians  by  his  mildness  and  justice.  His 
memorable  defence  of  the  province  has  endeared 
him  to  all  its  inhabitants  and  will  transmit  his  name 
to  the  latest  posterity  with  veneration,  gratitude,'* 
&c.  &c. 

[iV.  B.  The  address  of  the  Clergy  of  Lower 
Canada,  to  the  Prince  Regent  at  the  same  time 
with  this  address  ought  to  haVe  a  place  here  in  full.] 

An  extract  from  the  address  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  30th  Jan. 
1815,  to  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost. 

"  The  operations  contemplated  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Chaaiplain,  we  arc  led  to  believe,  by  our  con- 
licence  in  your  Excellency's  judgment,  were  plan- 
ned in  consequence  of  wise  combinations,  and  bur 
proximity  to  the  scene  cf  action  has  enabled  us  to 
acauire  a  pci-fect  conviction,  that  they  wefc  frustra- 
ted by  causes  beyond  your  Excellency's  controul. 
AVe  are  equally  convinced  that  the  failure  of  our  iia- 
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Vfil  meansi  rendered  necessary'  "*  the  very  onset,  an 
immediate  abandonment  of  the  enterprize  : 

"  The  protecting  hand  of  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment has  been  agreeably  felt  in  the  reinforcements 
receivtjd  by  your  Excellency,  for  the  diminution  of 
thepresure  of  the  war  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
vince. The  testimony  which  your  Excellency  is 
pleased  to  bear  to  the  zeal  and  alacrity  with  which 
their  services  have  been  rendered,  cannot  but  be  more 
flattering  to  their  feelings  and  demands  through  their 
represent'^tive^  their  warmest  acknowledgments.  It 
is  under  your  Excellency's  wise  and  just  administra- 
tion that  their  character  and  conduct  have  been 
justly  appreciated  ;  and  whatever  merit  their  servi- 
ces may  be  entitled  to,  a  large  portion  of  it  is  un- 
questionably due  to  your  Excellency,  whose  well 
founded  qonfidehce  in  them,  his  enabled  them,  by 
those  services, '  to  testify  their  faithful,  loyal,  and 
patriotic  adherence  to  His  Majesty  :  of  which  un- 
der your  Excellency's  administration,  they  hope 
many  opportunities  during  a  long  t;me  to  come 
will  be  afibrded  them  to  give  additional  proofs," 

Extract  from  an  address  from  the  citizens  of  Man' 
treat  and  neighbouring  Parishes,  to  Sir  George 
Fre'vost,  dated  March  29th,  1815. 
**  We  hasten,  before  your  Excellency  separates 
yourself  from  us,  to  convey  to  your  Excellency  the 
expression  of  our  sorrow  for  your  departure,  of  our 
gratitude  for  the  benefits  conferred  on  us,  in  com- 
mon with  our  fellow  subjects,  by  your  Excellency's 
administration,  and  our  ardent  wish  that  your  Ex- 
cellency's absence  from  this  Province  may  be  of 
short  duration. 
'  "  While  exposed  to  the  presure  of  the  late  unjust 
and  unprovoked  war  waged  by  the  United  States  of 
America  against  his  Majesty,  we  experienced  the 
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security  derived  from  your  Excellency's  indefatigar 
ble  exertions  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  and 
have  reason  to  ascribe  its  preservation,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Upper  Province,  to  the  judicious  distri- 
bution  and  arrangement  of  the  public  force  made 
by  your  Excellency,  by  which  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy  were  frustrated,  and  the  honorable  character 
with  the  rights  and  advantages  of  British  subjects 
has  been  secured  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canadas. 
**  Having  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  skill  and 
judgment  of  your  Excellency,  and  being  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  ability  and  prudence  with  which  your 
Excellency  has  discharged  the  military  as  well  as 
civil  duties  of  your  high  office,  we  anticipate  from 
the  investigation  for  which  your  Excellency  is  pre- 
paring, a  result  honourable  to  your  Excellency's 
character,  by  which  your  well  earned  reputation 
will  be  confirmed,  the  voice  of  calumny  and  detrac- 
tion silenced,  and  your  Excellency's  merits  conclur 
sively  established." 

Greneral  order  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  on  leaving 
the  country.        „  jdjumi  QeneraVs  Office,         > 
Head-Quarters^  Quebec ,  Sd  ^Ipril,  1815.  > 
"GENERAL  OHDEIIS, 

"  His  Excellency  the  Commander  of  the  forces 
announces  to  the  army  serving  in  British  North- 
America,  th&t  he  has  received  the  con^mands  of 
IJis  Royal  Highness  tlie  Pripc^  Regent  tp  return 
to  England. 

"  In  taking  leave  of  an  ^my  he  had  the  honor 
to  command  from  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
with  the  ynited  States  to  the  termination  of  the 
war.  His  Excellency  has  great  satisfaction  in  ex- 
pressing his  entire  q)probation  and  acknowledging 
the  sense  he  entertains  of  the  zeal,  courage  and 
discipline  that  has  been  so  eminently  displayed  b} 
this  Dortion  of  his  Majesty's  troops. 
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**  It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  this  army  to  struggle 
through  an  arduous  and  unequal  contest,  remote 
from  succour,  and  deprived  of  many  advantages  ex- 
perienced in  the  more  cultivated  countries  of  Eu- 
rope J  yet  his  Excellency  has  witnessed  with  pride 
and  admiration,  the  firmness,  intrepidity,  and  pa* 
tient  endurance  of  fatigue  and  privations,  which 
have  marked  the  character  of  the  army  of  Canada* 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  valoitr  and  discipline 
have  prcYailed,  and  although  local  considerations 
and  limited  means  have  circumscribed  the  war  print 
cipally  to  a  defensive  system,  it  has,  notwithstand- 
ing, been  ennobled,  by  numerous  brilliant  exploits^ 
which  will  adorn  the  page  of  future  history.  At 
Detroit  and  at  the  River  Raisin,  two  entire  armies 
with  their  commanding  generals  were  captured,  and 
greatly  superior  armies  were  repulsed.  The  sever- 
al battles  of  Queenstown,  Stoney  Creek.  Chateau- 
guay,  Chrystler's,  La  Cole,  Lundy's  Lane,  near  the 
Falls  of  Niagara,  and  the  subsequent  oper:\tions  oh 
that  frontier,  will  ever  immortalize  the  heroes  who 
were  on  those  occasions  afforded  the  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  themselves.  The  capture  of  Michili- 
mackinac,  Ogdensburg,  Oswego  and  Niagara  by  as- 
sault, are  trophies  of  the  prowess  of  British  arms. 
The  names  of  the  respective  officers  who  led  hii 
Majesty's  troops  to  the  ^e  several  achievements  are 
already  known  to  the  world,  and  will  be  transmit* 
ted  by  the  faithful  historian  with  glory  to  a  grate- 
ful posterity.  ' 

"  In  viewing  past  events,  it  is  with  exultation  his 
Excellency  reflects  on  the  complete  success  which 
has  crowned  the  valoui,  exertions,  and  perseverance 
of  this  gallant  army,  by  terminating  each  successive 
campaign  in  the  defeat  and  discomfiture  of  all  the 
enemy's  plans,  in  which  the  utmost  energies  of  the 
government  of  tji.  United  States  had  been  exhauet- 


h 
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ed  in  vain  efforts  to  accomplish  his  avowed  object^ 
the  conquest  of  these  Provinces. 

"  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  John  C.  Sherbrooke,  and  the* 
iariny  under  his  immediate  orders,  are  entitled  to 
tlie  highest  praise  for  the  bravery  and  promptness 
displayed  in  the  occupation  of  a  large  Dictrict  of 
the  enemy's  territory,  and  his.  Excellency  requests 
the  Lieut.  General  will  accept  his  thanks  for  the 
cordial  assistance  he  has  at  all  times  afforded  him. 

"  To  Lieut.  General  Sir  Gordon  Drummond,  on 
whom  the  command  of  the  Canadas  devolves,  his 
Excellency's  best  thanks  are  due,  lor  his  unwearied 
exertions  and  support  under  circumstances  of  pecu- 
liar difficulty  :  To  the  general  officers,  jt^enerui  siafiv 
and  officers  and  soldiers,  his  Excellency  feels  him- 
self highly  indebted,  and  duly  ap])reciat<^s  tlieii  re- 
spective merits.  To  Major  General  Baynes  the 
adjutant  general,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with,  the  quarter  master  general,  and  to  the  officers 
of  his  personal  staffi  his  Excellency's  thanks  are  also 
due,  for  the  judgment,  alacrity  a?»d  zeal  evinced  hi 
the  discharge  of  their  several  duti  s. 

"  His  Excellency  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  conduct  and  exertions  of  the  public  de- 
partments  of  this  army,  anJ  he  feels  it  an  act  of 
justice  to  express  particularly  his  approbation  of  the 
very  efficient  manner  in  which  the  commissariat  has 
been  conducted  under  the  zealous  and  judicious  ar- 
rangements of  Commi  5suiy-gcneral  Robinson. 

**  His  Excellency  will  lave  peculiar  gratiiication 
in  representing  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  the  services  and  talents  of  the  ofi^lcers  of 
this  army,  to  the  honourable  survivors  of  which. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  George  Prevost  offers  the  heartfelt 
tribute  of  his  warmest  thanks. 

(Signed)  "  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adjutant  General  North  America." 
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